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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


The photo on our cover this issue is of 
the Hagenbeck Wallace Circus parade, in 
New Orleans, La., in 1933. This was one of 
the last really great parade seasons. The 
photo is from the Burt Wilson Collection. 

This photo is used as a reminder of the 
great parade to be held July 4, 1963, in 
Milwaukee, Wis. All wagons will be from the 
Circus World Museum and will be horse 
drawn. The Ringling-Barnum elephants and 
performers will also be a part of the parade. 
The parade is scheduled to be a yearly event. 


NEW CIRCUS BOOK 


A beautiful new book has just been pub- 
lished. It is called “The Circus Comes To 
Town.” It was prepared and written by CHS 
Chappie Fox, with most of the material 
reproduced coming from the Circus World 
Museum, in Baraboo. 

It quickly tells the history of the circus, 
then covers special areas like advertising, 
transportation, circus day, elephants, horses, 
animals, clowns and parades. The final sec- 
tion describes the Museum in Baraboo, Wis- 
consin. 

lt is mainly a picture book, with a limited 
amount of text. The selection of illustrations 
is excellent. Each page is splashed with color 
and the complete book is as flashy as any 
circus book ever published. 

The book should be in every collector’s 
library, and what a bargain at only $1.00 
per copy. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Photos of TIM McCOY, 1938, Wild West 
Show. Wagon and Train, no performers. 


Also complete train list as actually 
loaded. 
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CONVENTION PROGRAM 


Arrangements have been completed for 
the 1963 CHS Convention to be held in 
Corning, New York, on June 20-22. 

Registration will be open from 9:00 A.M. 
until 4:00 P.M. on Thursday, the 20th, in 
the lobby- of our headquarters hotel, The 
Baron-Steuben. The President’s reception will 
be held from 7:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. and 
movies and slides will be shown from 8:00 
P.M. on. The program on Friday, the 21st, 
will begin with a Directors breakfast meeting 
at 8:00 A.M. The remainder of the morning 
will be open for visits to the famous Corning 
Glass Works. The ladies luncheon will be 
held at the hotel at 12:30 P.M. The annual 
business meeting is scheduled for 3:00 P.M. 
Our banquet will start at 7:30 P.M. that 
evening. 

The full day on Saturday, the 22nd, will be 
spent with the Kelly-Miller Circus. The show 
will parade through downtown Corning 
around 1:00 P.M. and we will visit and take 
photographs in the backyard during the 
afternoon performance. The final event on 
the program will be our group attendance 
at the show Saturday evening. 

Already a number of our members have 
made reservations at the Baron Steuben in 
Corning. The hotel has given us a flat rate 
of $7.50 per person for a single room, $5.50 
per person — double room, $6.00 per person — 
twin room, $5.00 per person — triple room 
and $4.00 per person — quad room. Please 
reserve your~room aft once. 


* * * 


SIG SAUTELLE’S SHOW 

The Sig Sautells’ Circus arrived in 
Pittsfield, Mass., early on July 14, 
1904, from Lee. They had only one 
train which consisted of 9 flat cars, 
5 horse cars, 4 sleepers and 40 
wagons. Among the wagons were 16 
cages, 2 chariots and they also had 
3 camels and 5 elephants. 
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CORRECTION 
The photo of the Arthur Bros. loaded flat 
car that appeared at the bottom of page 19 
in the March-April Bandwagon was taken 
by Harry Quillan, and should have been so 
credited. 
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ARTICLES IN WORK 


The following articles are now being pre- 
pared for the Bandwagon. If you have in- 
formation or photos that will be of value 
please contact the author. Leland Antes, Jr., 
is doing the history of the Dailey show, all 
years; Ed Tracy, Lincoln Bros., 1921; Chang 
Reynolds, of Pasadena, California, Sells- 
Floto, 1928; Bill Elbirn, Heritage Bros., 1926; 
Gollmar Bros., 1924 and 1925, and James 
Edgar’s Sparks show 1946 and 1947. 


YOU HAVE TRIED THE REST 
NOW GET THE BESTI 
Special-Kelly-Miller, 1962 
Herald and Picture List — $1.00 
Old BILLBOARDS, 1958-1960 
50c Each in Lots of 10 


ART’S CARNIVAL & CIRCUS PHOTOS 
$05 Albert Lea St. 
ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 
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he cover of the new circus book is 

a painting, authentic in every detail, 

of the original circus parades. Full 

Send ___copies of book, “The Circus Comes To Town” color reproductions on heavy matte 

at $1.00 each, postpaid. paper, 19 x24”, suitable for framing 
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The F. J. Taylor Circuses 


The following narrative may seem 
like a hodgepodge to the reader and 
true it is just that but it also repre- 
sents the cooperation and collective 
effort of many of our members in the 
finest tradition of the Circus His- 
torical Society. Actually several pro- 
posed articles are combined into one. 
This author had planned an article 
for some years covering only the F. J. 
Taylor ll-car circus of 1925. After 
the acquisition and restoration of the 
old No. 1 bandwagon that Taylor 
used in 1925 by the Circus World 
Museum, director C. P. Fox prepared 
a news release to be used in this 
publication. In the meantime Member 
William Temple of Des Moines re- 
searched the files of the old Creston, 
Iowa, Daily ADVERTISER for in- 
formation on the earlier Taylor shows 
of the late 80’s and 90’s for the 
Museum’s history file and prepared 
an interesting resume of his findings. 
Member William Johnson of La- 
Crosse, Wis., in 1962, made a special 
trip to Fairmont, Minn., to gather 
data concerning the finish of the 
short-lived Cook & Cole Circus of 
1927 which used the equipment of 
the 1925 Taylor Show, including the 
bandwagon, which is now preserved 
in Baraboo. 

It was then decided to tie together 
into one article the entire Taylor 
story, both father and son’s efforts 
in circus business spanning a period 
of almost 50 years which included 
first a rail show, later a mud show, 
and after a lapse of about 20 years, 
another rail show and finally a small 
circus unit playing fairs that traveled 


Photo No. 1— Overland advance wagon 
newly built by Beggs Wagon Co. In 1890 
for F. J. Taylor's Circus & Menagerie. At 
that time the Beggs plant was located in 
Creston, lowa. The space at the rear of the 
wagon has seats for billposters to ride and 
the closed space is used to store paper and 
supplies. This wagon was well decorated 
with gold scrolls amd pictorial designs. 
Beggs Collection 
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first by rail and later by truck that 
finally passed into oblivion in the 
years of the great depression. The 
Temple and Johnson notes, plus the 
notices of the Circus World 
Museum concerning the finding and 
restoration of the Taylor wagon, 
were turned over to me to attempt 
the job. Many other members fur- 
nished valuable data, photos and 
other illustrations and they are 
credited at the end of the story. 

The circus historian is faced with 
great difficulties in piecing together 
the complete story of a small rail or 
mud show of 75 years ago. While the 
old N. Y. Clipper and other trade 
publications of that day were filled 
with news of the large names like 
3arnum, Bailey, Forepaugh and Sells, 
very little information can be found 
on many of the small and medium 
sized shows like the first F. J. Taylor 
circus. Often an entire year’s volume 
would record only a line or two con- 
cerning the show and it was often 
indefinite and of little value. William 
Temple went to the only real source 
available, the old newspaper files of 
Taylor’s home town. Fortunately the 
1886 and 1887 files were available. 
This is a painstaking and often times 
unrewarding task, but in this case 
Temple found a real jewel of a piece 
of information. Most historians were 
aware of a wagon circus Taylor had 
out in the 90’s but practically all 
were ignorant of the fact that Tay- 
lor’s first circus was a railroad show 
put out in 1886. 

Frank J. Taylor Sr. was a promi- 
nent resident of Creston, Iowa, and 
operated a successful grain business 
before, during and after his experi- 
ence in circus business. He served as 
mayor of Creston, evidently on more 
than one occasion. 

All available evidence that 
his first circus was a railroad show 
that was framed in Creston in early 
886 and toured from April until 
mid October of that year before be- 
ing closed by creditors in Kentucky. 


press 


says 


The show is not 
mentioned in 


railroad cars 


exact size of the 
known although it is 
a news item that 20 
would be used. It is believed to have 
been a rather small show, probably 
on about 10 cars, but quite possibly 
on the 20 as indicated. Cars in those 
days were much smaller than those 
later used by circuses and couldn't 
carry as much equipment. The men- 
tion of wagons in the following news- 
paper account would indicate it to 
have been of the flat car type, al- 
though some type of baggage or tun- 
nel car could have been used. 

As will be noted later it seems this 
was a one season show and that it 
was never again revived by Taylor. 
No evidence can be found that any 
of the original circus equipment that 
left Creston in April, 1886, ever re- 
turned to that city. Taylor, himself, 
returned to Creston and resumed his 
regular grain business but careful 
perusal of the 1887 files indicate him 
not engaging in any kind of show 
business that year and it is believed 
he didn’t again put out a circus until 
several years later, about 1890. 

Title for the show was F. J. 
CITY RAIL- 
short note in 
Sporting and 
that a show 
of that title will be one of those 
touring the country that season. The 
Same publication in its June 12, 1886, 
issue makes the following remark, 
although a few months premature, 
“The Creston, Iowa, railroad show 
has taken down its canvas and like 
others of its ilk has passed into ob- 
livion.” It would seem the show was 
shaky from almost the start and from 
following newspaper notes it ap- 
peared Taylor about ready to 
close the show early in the season. 


ROAD CIRCUS, and a 


} 
the April 17, 886. 
Theatrical Journal states 


etree s 
Was 


Photo No. 2 —Ticket wagon built by Beggs 
for the F. J. 1890. It is 
shown here standing outside the Beggs plant 
in Creston, lowa, the home of the Taylor 
show. Beggs Collection 
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So far no photos, printed matter, 
or other documents of the 1886 rail- 
road show have turned up and we 
have only the word picture as given 
by the local Creston newspaper to 
acquaint us with that show. These 
news items are most interesting and 
actually give a great amount of in- 
formation about the show even 
though not as complete as we would 
desire at times. The complete notes 
that William Temple gathered plus 
his introductory paragraph to them 
are herewith published intact. These 
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show what can be gathered on an 
almost completely unknown circus 
by a careful perusal of old newspaper 
files. 

When F. J. Taylor, ex-mayor of 
Creston, Ia., formed his own circus 
in his home town in the spring of 
1886, the day to day story in news 
items in the Creston Daily ADVER- 
TISER tells with pride the progress 
being made and what it meant to the 
town. Some of the items may or may 
not have been reader ads as there 
were no display ads concerning the 


Photo No. 3 —Photostat of letter from F. J. 
Taylor to John L. Davenport, Dec. 2, 1892. 
The letterhead cut done in blue ink only 
features the full Taylor title printed across 
the tents on the lot and a portrait of the 
owner. Note Taylor's likeness to General 
Grant. W. H. Woodcock Collection 


opening of the circus and its first 
performances. The editor might have 
gone overboard a little more than 
could be expected because it was a 
home town project. 

Here are day to day dated items 
in the Creston Daily ADVERTISER 
as they appeared in the paper: 

April 12, 1886: Circus bill boards 
on which the elaborate paper adver- 
tising Creston’s own show, Taylor’s 
circus, were being erected opposite 
the Summit house today. 

April 13 (Tuesday): It is rumored 
that F. J. Taylor will give a free 
exhibition with his circus on Friday 
before his regular performance for 
the children of this city. 

Wed., April 14: Taylor’s circus was 
the chief attraction today, and the 
unloading of a car load of goods on 
Elm Street crossing this morning, 
furnished amusement for the small 
boys and all the idle loungers dabout 
the city. In the car that arrived this 
morning was loaded with a lion, the 
canvas, poles, etc., for the _ tent, 
several fine new baggage wagons, bill 
paper, and lots of other truck, which 
was unloaded and removed to his 
place on south hill. 

By express he received 
wild cat, badger, two silver gray 
foxes, two coyotes, a bald headed 
eagle, four coons and a hyena. While 
the boys were “monkeying” around 
the wild cat’s cage, she tore the skin, 
flesh and nail off the finger of one 
who poked it inside to stir her up. 

Mr. Taylor is going to start out on 
the road with a most creditable show 
in every respect worthy of the pat- 
ronage of the public. A fine bill car 
and a coach are expected to arrive 
for his use soon. 

April 15: Taylor’s circus boards are 
covered with fine paper and his show 
is billed for Creston the 24 and 26. 

April 16: A fine coach and a bag- 
gage car for Taylor’s new Creston 
Railroad shows were shipped from 
Chicago yesterday and were expected 
to arrive today. 

April 17: F. J. Taylor received a 
side show by the morning’s train, con- 
taining a large number of curiosities 
for his circus, and his eight-legged 
horse, bill car and one sleeping coach 
last night. 

The bill car went south to Mary- 
ville this morning to overtake his 
advance brigade. 

Mr. Taylor is going to have a most 
creditable circus, when completed, 
and is deserving of great credit for 
his enterprise, especially from people 
of this city, his home, where he has 
been a valued and respected citizen 
for years, and where his heaviest 
interests are located. In preparing for 


a_ tiger, 


Photo No. 4—F. J. Taylor’s Great American 
Circus on lot in 1925. Chipman Collection 


The BANDWAGON 





EARTH’S REMOTES) RE 
RANSACKED T ENRICH OUR 


STUPEMDOUS AGGREGATION 


taking the road. 


large amount of 


he has expended a 
money in Creston, 
which has been felt in the business 
channels, and for which he is deserv- 
ing of credit and a most liberal re- 
membrance from the people of his 
home. His show is billed to give en- 
tertainments in Creston two different 
days, April 24 and 26, when his tent 
should be crowded, as it most likely 
will at every performance, not with 
dead heads, but with citizens who 
show their appreciation of an enter- 
prising, open hearted citizen by each 
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was a beauty, 
summer day and was en- 
joyed by our people, nearly every- 
body being out walking or riding. 
Taylor’s new circus tents were up, 
south of his residence on South Hill, 
and were the center of attraction and 
were visited by hundreds of people 
from the city during the day, a con- 
tinual stream coming and going. Our 
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America’s 


people are manifesting a great in- 
interest in Mr. Taylor’s enterprise, 
Creston’s own circus, which 


spread her name far and wide Show 


> west during > coming seas LIFE IS SHORT ANO 
the west dur ing the ming season, America’s Greatest Show int © peony ® 
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go on and new attractions are arriv- : / (/ABIVEN DAILY AT 12.00 NOON 
ing daily. Four monkeys and a cargo " ms wueif<| A STREET DISPLAY OF GLITTERING SPLENDOR 
of twenty odd parrots, arrived yester- 

day and were added to his already 
excellent collection. 

He will have 6 cages of birds and 
animals, when he gets ready to start, 
making a very credible menagerie. 
Two excellent performers now en- 
gaged in a theatre in Kansas City 
will arrive Saturday. 

Aside from these and other attrac- | _ ae ae circumstances. Meyer Dvtges. | Wil present te Entire Mam 
tions which are constantly to be 
added, the combination and corps of 
performers, band and employees are 
all here, and are now rehearsing 
daily at their tent on South Hill. 

Mr. Taylor is going to have a most 
creditable exhibition, deserving of 
success, and should be given a grand 
benefit on his opening days in this 
city, Saturday and Monday, the 24 
and 26. Let his tents be crowded full 
at each entertainment. 

Our people will probably 
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James Berris, 
ford, Penn., with his 
trained dogs for Taylor’s 
registered at the Revere. 

April 22: As a rule 
vicinity always furnishes 


April 21: Christie Rider, one of April 22: 
Taylor’s advance force of bill posters, 
was brought home on the south 
branch train from St. Joe, and con- 
veyed to his home on a stretcher last 
night. While in the bill car of Tay- 
lor’s circus in St. Joe, yesterday, the crowds at circus performances. This 
car was thrown back on a switch in year the first attraction in this line 
the yards with such violence as to’ is to be wholly a home enterprise, a 
break the bumpers off and jam_s splendid, new, complete, elegant and 
the opportunity of seeing a better things up pretty seriously. He was gorgeous circus and menagerie put 
show in Creston during this season, jammed between two boxes in such’ on the road for the first time by our 
and then, it is a home enterprise, to a manner as to disable his legs and respected townsman, ex-mayor F. J. 
bear Creston’s name with it over the one arm. His injuries are reported Taylor. 

country. Mr. Taylor has expended quite serious, but it is supposed and His tents are new, wagons, horses 
considerable money in Creston and believed they are not of a dangerous’ and all apparatus is new, his per- 
should be liberally remembered. nature. formers are all professionals, experts 
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immense 


not get 
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in their respective lines, and have no 
superiors in the business anywhere. 

He has a very large corps of per- 
formers, and it is safe to say that no 
better one-ring performance will be 
given in Creston this year than will 
be seen underneath his tents. 

The celebrated iron-jawed woman, 
who pulls against a team of horses, 
with her teeth, accompanied by all 
the apparatus, arrived this morning. 
A trained dog show also arrived this 
morning. 

The tents 
the common 
school house, 


were today moved to 
south of the west brick 
where they will be 
raised, and the show will probably 
exhibit before starting out on the 
season’s business. 

April 23: The school children and 
teachers were given a free entertain- 
ment by Taylor’s circus this after- 
noon. It was largely attended by his 
little friends of which he has a host 
in the city. The regular performance 
will be given tomorrow afternoon 
and evening. 

April 23: Up to last accounts the 
twenty cars to be used to haul Tay- 
lor’s circus over the road had not 
yet arrived though they are daily 
looked for. 

April 23: A 1,000 pound extra tent 
and other canvas, a complete dupli- 
cate of Taylor’s circus tents, was 
expected to arrive today. These will 
be kept in reserve for use should the 
circus meet with disaster from cy- 
clones, rain or wind storms. 

April 23: By an oversight, the 
ADVERTISER failed to note last eve 
that Taylor’s circus would give a 
free dress rehearsal for children and 
school teachers, in their tent south 
of the west brick school house this 
afternoon. 

April 25: Creston’s Gala Day: At 10 
o’clock this morning the grand street 
parade occurred, and was as fine a 
one as is generally seen. There were 
two band wagons drawn by 4 horses 
each; 2 fine bands. The usual ladies 
and gentlemen on horseback were 
there, and “Happy Jack,” the inimit- 
able clown, on his donkey, brought 
up the rear. The procession stretched 
over five blocks. Never were finer 
horses shown in a circus parade. 

April 24: The children who at- 


tended the dress rehearsal of Taylor’s 
circus yesterday, and who have at- 
tended Sells Bros. and other circuses, 
pronounced Taylor’s equal, or better 
than any of them. 

April 26 (condensed): The museum 
had a real live 8-footed horse, with 
8 natural legs, fully shod; a two- 
headed boy 9 years old; DeAlma, 
beautiful Circassian woman; Prof. 
Montague, magician, and the half 
lady, Miss Mille, and an educated 
dog. The show was in charge of Mr. 
Rehn, father of the 2-headed boy, 
and there was the usual hand organ. 

In the menagerie were lions, tigers, 
wildcats, mountain goats, deer, ante- 
lope, monkeys, coons, birds, parrots, 
wolves, foxes, coyotes, ant eater, and 
of course, a peanut stand near the 
elephant. The admission price was 
25 cents; reserved seats were 10 cents 
for lazy back opera chairs. 

The grand entry was made by 8 
lady and gentlemen riders. C. C. 
Matthews was equestrian director. 
A leaping act followed. 

“Happy Jack Lorton,” clown, fa- 
vored with a splendid song, and dur- 
ing the evening furnished amusement 
with funny sayings, and hits on local 
persons, firms and topics. 

Followed Prof. Barris’ dog riding 
a horse; a chair and table pyramid 
and tumbling by Firman Bros.; Japa- 
nese wire walking by Winfred; prin- 
cipal riding act by Master Frankie 
Harris; single and double trapeze act 
by Mille Lotta and the Quinnette 
children; horizontal bar act by Win- 
fred and Winterset led by the cham- 
pion, Jordan. 

Also a goat riding act from Barris’ 
combination; the Charet family, walk- 
ing, performaning and riding the bi- 
cycle on the high wire. Charet also 
walks the wire over the top of the 
tents at free exhibitions. The per- 
formance ended with Marques, the 
Indian hurled rider. 

In the concert was Montague, the 
fire eater; the Quinnette children, 
single and double turns; a sketch ar- 
tist and serio comic business. 

Today’s parade was dispensed with 
on account of bad weather. From 
here the show goes to Bedford, Mary- 
ville and then through Kansas, Ne- 
braska and Missouri. 


Tuesday, April 27: Mr. Taylor’s 
circus, the Creston new railroad 
show, did a fair business in the city 
yesterday and last evening, though 
the weather was very cool, and went 
south to Bedford last night. 

April 28: Taylor’s circus drew a 
large crowd at Bedford yesterday, 
but rain began before the doors 
opened. 50 cents admission is charged 
outside of Creston. Today they 
showed at Hopkins. 

April 29: Rain hampered Mr. Tay- 
lor’s show at Hopkins. Mr. Taylor 
told a reporter he was prepared to 
stand a month of bad weather. 

April 30: Mr. Taylor’s circus did 
not unload at Maryville yesterday. 
Instead, the show played at the opera 
house in the evening. The clown, 
Happy, got full and was discharged. 
The circus plays Savannah today. 

Monday, May 3: F. J. Taylor visited 
the city yesterday and returned south 
to join his circus this morning. He 
reports discouraging weather and 
poor business this week. 

May 13: Mr. Ed. Colygan, the effi- 
cient driver of the Babcock, will not 
join Mr. Taylor’s circus as_ boss 
hostler. 

May 17: The’ Brookfield, Mo., 
Argus, of the 8th says of the Taylor 
Creston Railroad show: 

The Creston RR Circus has come 
and gone. They gave a very clever 
show, especially their trapeze and 
tumbling. They had a fair crowd both 
in the afternoon and in the evening. 
The town people turned out en masse. 
The management is the most gentle- 
manly we have ever met. Mr. O. F. 
Gould, the cashier, from Creston, is 
a gentleman, sure. Newly organized 
this season, we hope they strike 
srookfield again when we expect to 
see them larger and more perfected. 

May 17: Driver Ed. Colygan de- 
parted this afternoon on the south 
branch train for Shell City, Mo., 
where he joins Taylor’s Circus as 
boss hostler for a month. The mayor 
and council agreed to let him lay off 


Photo No. 5—F. J. Taylor Circus on lot in 
1925 showing 3 pole big top in background. 
Note parade tableau wagon on left featuring 
an Indian buffalo hunt painting. Chipman 
Collection 
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a month from the tire department. 

Mr. Taylor shows in Appleton, Mo., 
today, and Shell City, tomorrow. 

May 27: Master Charley Taylor de- 
parted yesterday to join his father, 
F. J. Taylor with his circus at Kansas 
City. Mr. Taylor has not been doing 
well, and if business does not im- 
prove, he will return to Creston. He 
has let his manager, Mr. Stephens, 
go, and has got rid of as many crooks 
as possible. 

May 26: T. H. B. Beach, of Creston, 
passed through Council Bluffs yester- 
day. He says the Taylor Show, of 
which he was advance agent, will 
shortly return to Creston. 

June 7: F. J. Taylor’s Circus was at 
West Point, Neb. He is doing well 
and has not struck a bad town since 
leaving Missouri. 

June 9: J. H. Gwin, boss property 
man for Taylor’s Circus, arrived in 
town yesterday from Scribner, Neb. 
The show met with rather tough 
times down in Missouri, but when 
they struck Kansas things began to 
look bright, and now they are doing 
well. Mr. Taylor has purchased more 
horses, painted the wagons, added 
more freaks to the side show, and 
remodeled his company. Mr. Taylor 
is negotiating with the Nickel Plate 
Show, and when the two are consoli- 
dated, they will make one of the best 
on the road. 

July 1: O. F. Gould, treasurer of 
Taylor’s Creston RR Show, outlines 
the route of the company to July 20. 
In one of the towns recently visited 
there was a runaway by which one 
of the cages was badly broken and 
some of the animals killed. 

The show is billed for the 
ing dates and places: 
Waterton, Dakota 
Clark Center, Dakota 
Redfield, Dakota 
Aberdeen, Dakota 
Miller, Dakota 
Pierre, Dakota 
Blunt, Dakota 
Huron, Dakota 


follow- 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


Photo No. 6—F. J. Taylor’s Circus on lot in 
1925 showing ticket wagon, side show ban- 
nerline and menagerie top in background. 
Photos No. 5 and 6 form an almost complete 
lot panorama. Chipman Collection 
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Brookings, Dakota 
Tracey, Minn. 
Sleepy Eye, Minn. 
New Ulma, Minn. 
St. Peter, Minn. 
Waseca, Minn. July 
Zumbrota, Minn. July 

July 7: By a letter received from 
Mr. F. J. Taylor we learn the Creston 
Show had a $1,200 business Saturday, 
with good weather and _ prospects 
bright ahead. 

Oct. 2: F. J. Taylor 
Centerville, Ky. He said he had 
travelled in 10 states and nowhere 
found such hospitality as in the Corn- 
cracker State. 

Oct. 13: Ed. Lederquist, who left 
with the Creston Circus, has sent his 
box home by express and will follow. 
(The item. went on to say Ed was 
quite a poet, his poem followed in ten 
lines of agate type. It revealed that 
the show busted in Mayflower, Ky.., 
and creditors had foreclosed). 

Oct. 7: O. F. Gould, who has been 
with Taylor’s Circus since it left these 
parts, returned to the city yesterday 
on No. 3. 

Oct. 28: F. J. Taylor returned this 
morning from his sojourn in Ken- 
tucky. 

Oct. 30: The Advertiser is glad to 
welcome our townsman, F. J. Taylor, 
who has been absent several months, 
back in active business life in our 
city. It looks like old times to see his 
familiar form and features upon our 
Streets again. 

(A careful check of the newspaper 
through and up to Dec. 1, fails to 
reveal that any equipment of the 
circus was returned to Creston). 

During November, the newspaper 
ran a number of small reader ads by 
F. J. Taylor that he had grain, wood 
and coal for sale. 

from the Creston Daily Advertiser, 
the spring of 1887. 

F. J. Taylor was mayor of Creston 
in the spring of 1887. 

April 12: An item indicated F. J. 
Taylor was busy hunting water for 
his stock farm. He had dug a well. 

Through April 20 there were no 
notes. Resumed check on May 15. 

May 16: There was a one-column 
ad that King and Franklin’s Colossal 
Shows and Wild West would play 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


has left for 


Creston on Monday, May 23. Free 
street parade. Admission, 25 cents. 

There were several legal notices 
regarding streets, alleys and garbage 
signed by Taylor as mayor. 

May 23: Circus attendance was 
quite large at the King and Franklin 
Circus this afternoon. “Likely the 
only circus our people will have a 
chance to see this season.” 

May 24: There was good attendance 
at the King and Franklin circus 
vesterday. The reserved seats were 
boards covered with carpet. The per- 
formance was excellent. 

May 25: From a man who should 
know: F. J. Tavlor, mavor, con- 
siders the King and Franklin circus 
the best 25 cent show on the road. 

Checking through the paper to 
Thursday, June 10, there were a num- 
ber of personal items about F. J. 
Taylor and no mention of him being 
connected this year with a circus. He 
was quoted on the condition of crops, 
the weather and general business. 

There were items where he had 
callers: show people going through 
who stopped to reminisce, and some 
thinking he still might be in the biz. 

F. J. Taylor’s next circus venture 
was a wagon show. The date it 
started is somewhat obscure as the 
newspaper files are not available for 
the years after 1887 but the best bet 
in 1890. Member J. W. Beggs, whose 
father operated the Beggs Wagon 
Company, first in Creston, Iowa, and 
later in Kansas City and during the 
90’s and early 1900’s built wagons 
for a great number of circuses, says 
that the firm built a number of mud 
show type vehicles for F. J. Taylor 
in 1890. Two of these are shown in 
photos Nos. 1 and 2. The new Taylor 
mud show should have started oper- 
ations in either 1890 or 1891 at the 
latest. 

3111 Woodcock furnishes informa- 
tion that in the 90’s the Taylor show 
leased from Ben Wallace an African 
elephant, Jeannette: 2 camels, and a 
den of lions. In 1893 the show had 47 
wagons, 2 elephants, 5 camels, 9 
cages, 110 head of stock, a 12 piece 
band, under leadership of Add Vran- 
dinkey, and 14 canvasmen. Ed Shipp 
was equestrian director and _ did 
jockey riding. His wife, Julia Low- 
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Photo No. 7 —Ticket wagon on Taylor lot 
in 1925, features large lion painting and 
outside type sunburst wheels. Note: Late 
information from Bill Woodcock says that 
when Al G. Barnes played Kansas City in 
1920 the show received some new wagons 
and in turn just left old wagons on the 
lot. One of the wagons left was the yellow 
ticket wagon which presumably was picked 
up by Horne Zoological Arena Co. Woodcock 
says he was later told this ticket wagon was 
used by F. J. Taylor in 1925 and Cook & 
Cole in 1926. It is possible this ticket wagon 
shown here is the one from Al G. Barnes. 
If so, then it offers a good explanation of 
how possibly the two decker tableau wagon 
from Barnes also got to the Taylor Show. 
Chipman Collection 


ande, was the principal rider. That 
same year the Stone Brothers were 
featured as acrobats. Fred Stone later 
became a Broadway star. 

The reproduced letter from Taylor 
to John L. Davenport, a noted horse- 
man of the day, written Dec. 2, 1892, 
mentions that his show next season 
will have 2 elephants, 4 camels, 6 
cages, and concludes it to be the best 
ring show in America. Taylor named 
his mud show after himself and note 
the flowery title as shown on his 
letterhead. 

Taylor’s show became quite well 
known around its home and surround 
ing states in the 90’s and from all 
indications was a fairly large sized 
mud show that featured a good per- 
formance and menagerie. 

Only scattered and_= generally 
meager accounts of the show continue 
in the trade publications but evi- 


dentlv it was out continuously through 


the 90’s and was on the road at least 
through the 1902 season. The May 31, 
1902. Billboard reported that the 
sreat Tavlor Show opened May 6 at 
Murray, Iowa, and that Taylor in- 
forms that “thus far business has 
exceeded even the sanguine expecta- 
tions of the management. Turn-away 
crowds have been the rule.” 

The final season of the wagon show 
and its disposition are not known but 
it probably operated until about 1904. 

F. J. Taylor died in Creston, July 
28, 1917, after being in poor health 
for several years. It was noted in his 
obituary that he had previously been 
mayor of Creston and had _ been 
honored by being elected as repre- 
sentative from Union County to the 
State Assembly at Des Moines. Sur- 
viving him were his widow, four 
sons and one daughter. 
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A featured article appearing in the 
Creston News Advertiser, May 25, 
1953. mentioned that the old Taylor 
family home was on New York Ave. 
It said that F. J. Taylor attracted 
attention. He resembled General 
Grant and was pleased to be likened 
to him 

Frank J. Taylor, Jr., who had 
learned both circus business and the 
grain business first hand from his 
father, continued a very successful 
‘rain buying business in Creston and 
later moved to Omaha where he 
conducted his operations. Frank, Jr. 
had loved the old circus his father 
had operated and always said he 
wanted to own his own show some 
day. That dream came to full realiza- 
tion in 1925. 

Taylor organized at South Omaha 
a 10-car railroad, flat car type, circus 
in the early months of 1925. He is re- 
ported to have sunk $80,000 into the 
venture, including the cost of the 
initial equipment plus the losses 
suffered during the ill fated tour of a 
few weeks. The first notice of the 
new show plans appeared in the Feb. 
14. 1925. Billboard as follows: 

“EF. J. TAYLOR WILL HAVE 10- 
CAR ANIMAL CIRCUS. Outfit being 
organized in Omaha, Neb., and will 
be managed by Ray Taylor.” 

Omaha, Neb., Feb. 6 Frank J. 
Taylor, former. president of the 
Omaha Grain Exchange and owner 
of the Taylor Grain Co. of this city, 
is organizing a circus. At his farm in 
Bellevue Boulevard, south of Camp 
Brewster, Mr. Taylor already has 
assembled the nucleus for a 
animal and Wild West Circus similar 
to the kind operatd by his father, 
F. J. Taylor, 30 years ago when Fred 
Stone, noted stage star, played in the 
band, did an acrobatic act, was a 
clown tumbler, and gave a free exhi- 
bition of high tight rope walking. 
Taylor and Stone worked together in 
the old Tavlor show when the former 
was 13 and the latter 18 years of age. 

Mr. Taylor is acquiring railroad 
cars and recently purchased an eight 
horse team, the animals being all 
white and beautiful specimens. In a 
down town garage is parked a steam 
calllope. He went to Lancaster, Mo.. 
to confer with W. P. Hall, veteran 
circus man, and in an effort to lease 
two or three elephants. At his farm 
Mr. Taylor has a crew of men work- 
ing daily painting and decorating a 
dozen circus wagons and caring for a 
small menagerie which already has 
been acquired. This includes a bear, 
a small kangaroo, and a cage of 
trained monkeys. A shipment of lions 
is expected shortly. 

Mr. Taylor is not planning. to 
manage the circus personally, but he 
may go out with it occasionally. He 
has arranged with his brother, Ray 
Taylor, of Creston, Iowa, to manage 
the show, and the first stand is ex- 
pected to be South Omaha.” 

The show train was assembled 
from several sources. When finally 
ready for the road it consisted of 2 
stocks, 5 flats, and 3 sleepers, for a 


10-car 


Photo No. 8—Harry Chipman on Taylor lot 
in 1925. Note baggage wagon with skeleton 
sides in background. This is the type baggage 
wagons Cook & Cole later had built in 1927. 
Chipman Collection 


total of 10 cars back. Records of the 
late E. W. Adams indicate the show 
had an advance car which made a 
total of 11 show owned railroad cars. 
The train was painted yellow with 
red lettering and black shade. 

Member Harry Chipman, who was 
on the Taylor show in 1925 working 
press back on the show and selling 
banners in the morning on arrival, 
says that several of the flat cars came 
from the C. W. Parker Carnival, of 
Leavenworth, Kansas. Taylor got 
them for practically nothing and al- 
though they were in bad shape and 
needed replanking, all that was done 
to them was repainting and Harry 
recalls that while loading the show 
for the first time the pole wagon went 
down through the floor of a flat 
delay and repairs to be 
before the train could move. 

The Feb. 28, 1925, Billboard men- 
tioned that Fred Buchanan, owner 
of the Robbins Bros. Circus quartered 
at Granger, Iowa, sold two stock cars 
and a new big top which had been 
held in reserve last season to the 
new F. J. Taylor Circus being or- 
ganized in Omaha. 

In addition to 
from Buchanan and C. W. Parker 
the rest of the cars may have come 
from W. P. Hall of Lancaster. Most 
of the wagons and other property 
used by the show came from Hall or 
Buchanan. 

The April 11, 1925, Billboard 
ported the progress of the BilNng of 
the new show as follows: “FRANK 
TAYLOR’S CIRCUS TO OPEN 
EARLY IN MAY. 

Omaha, Neb., April 4 The Frank 
Taylor’s Circus winter quarters, lo- 
cated on the Taylor farm, about four 
miles from Omaha, is a scene of ac- 
tivity in all departments. The me- 
chanical department is in charge of 
Jim Babcock, an old-timer. He was 
with Taylor’s Great American Circus 
30 years ago and has been connected 
with the white tops for more than 
40 years. 

The work of rebuilding the entire 
equipment is progressing at a rapid 
pace and the show should be ready 
for the rails early in May. The color 
scheme of the wagons will be red 
with plenty of gold leaf. About 70 
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head of large gray horses and several 
have purchased 
on the farm. The 
animals for the menagerie have been 
secured but only a few received up 
to the present time 
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Billboard in the spring of 
ing various performers and workmen 
Photo No. 9 — Group of performers on Taylor 
lot in 1925. Note parade tableau wagon in 
background featuring lion’s den 
painting and serpent Chipman 
Collection 
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such as the one that appeared in the 
May 9 issue, ‘““‘Want performers who 
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bag punching act, drivers and canvas- 
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a large center 
banner titled “Great American 
Museum” and six attractively 
ed banners advertised the won- 
lers on the inside 

From the list of equipment of 
‘onsolidated Circus Ci 
his article tl 


about 


the 
». printed else- 
iere appears to 

; with the 
luding the Fordson tractor. 2 
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vehicles 
show in 
chariots, a stage coach. 
a water truck 
of the color of 


and possibly 
Despite the mention 
red for baggage 
wagons in the _ Billboard article. 
Harry Chipman recalls the color 
scheme to have been yellow with the 
itle in and certainly the titled 
baggage wagon in photo No. 14 show- 
ing a darker color title on a lighter 
colored wagon would indicate Harry’s 
memory is correct on this. 

The show featured a daily street 
parade and from the Chipman collec- 
tion of photos taken on the circus at 
least 4 wagons are shown that could 
be classified as tableau or parade 
wagons Of course the big No. |] 
bandwagon now at Baraboo was the 
pride of the show and evidently why 
it alone was saved. It was used as the 
sideshow wagon and featured a cir- 
cular mirror in the center with gold 


41 
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rea 


fie 


Photo No in front of 
the No. 1 Bandwagon, F. J. Taylor’s Circus, 


1925 — Chipman Collection 


10 — Harry Chipman 


Photo No. 11 — Sideshow, F. J. Taylor's Great 


American Circus, 1925. Chipman Collection 


Photo No. 12 — Concession stand, F. J. 
Taylor's Circus, 1925. Note the old Forepaugh- 
Gollmar-Barnes 2 decker tableau wagon in 
the background. This photo is proof this 
wagon was on the Taylor show in 1925. 
Chipman Collection 

leafed carvings of dragons, lions 
head, serpents, and winged creatures 
on the Chappie Fox’s further 
description of it is listed elsewhere. 
Just exactly what was the origin of 


sides. 
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this wagon is not known. Perhaps 
there is some sentiment that it goes 
back to an earlier Taylor show but 
there is no logic in this. It is defi- 
nitely a railroad show ragon and 
probably under no stretch of the 
imagination could it be a survivor of 
the 1886 rail show or even a rebuild 
of a mud show wagon of the 90’s. 
My best guess is that it was a wagon 
obtained either from Buchanan or 
Hall and rebuilt to serve as a band- 
wagon with the carvings being added 
at Taylor quarters by Jim Babcock. 

The most significant tableau wagon 
on the show was the old Forepaugh 
3 decker wagon that was later con- 
verted to a two decker and served 
on Ringling Bros., Gollmar Bros., and 
was on the Al G. Barnes Circus up 
until the early 20’s. Just how it got 
to F. J. Taylor I don’t know. This 
wagon was covered extensively in 
the Sept.-Nov., 1961, issue of Band- 
wagon in the Circus Wagon History 
File. At that time a photo showed it 
in a line with titled Cook & Cole 
wagons and a notation was made that 
it was not definite if this wagon was 
actually on the Taylor show of 1925 
as the author did not possess photo- 
graphic evidence. Such evidence has 
now arrived as per photo No. 12 
showing it in 1925 on the Taylor 
show. Al G. Barnes quit parading in 
mid season of 1924 so the wagon 
would have been available to Taylor 
for 1925 but I don’t have evidence 
of the wagon on Barnes after 1922. 
It seems odd that a wagon would be 
shipped from California to Omaha for 
the Tayolr circus. My wild guess is 
that in the various trades Barnes 
made for wagons in the Kansas City 
and other mid-western areas with 
Horne and others this. particular 
wagon might have been taken off the 
Barnes show and stored in this sec- 
tion and from hence it later went 
to Taylor. Anyone’s ideas on this 
would be appreciated. 

There are two other wagons shown 
in illustrations here that were no 
doubt used for parade purposes. 
Photo No. 9 shows a wagon with a 
full side painting of a lion trainer 
in a den of lions with carvings in the 


Photo No. 13 — Ticket wagon and marquee, 
F. J. Taylor’s Circus, 1925. Chipman Collection 


corners of the painting. Photo No. 5 
shows a tableau with a full side 
painting of an Indian buffalo hunt in 
a western setting. The latter wagon’s 
profile is almost identical to that of 
the No. 1 bandwagon and both closely 
resemble the profile of several similar 
type wagons featuring full side paint- 
ings that were used as parade wagons 
by the American Circus Corp. in the 
early 20’s. Taylor’s ticket wagon had 
a large painting of a lion and was 
very attractive and possibly could 
have seen parade service. Lack of 
any parade photos or accurate eye- 
witness accounts make it almost im- 
possible to reconstruct any reasonable 
idea of the parade with any degree 
of certainty. The exact origin of any 
of the tableau wagons with the ex- 
ception of the 2 decker wagon is un- 
known to me but again would assume 
them either from Hall or Buchanan. 
Remnants of several shows were at 
Lancaster while Buchanan, who was 
constantly adding new wagons to his 
Robbins Bros. Circus, had excess 
equipment at Granger. 

The steam calliope that Tavlor had 
in 1925 has baffled wagon historians 
for many years. Plenty of evidence, 
both in print and from eyewitnesses 
prove that he had one. Just what it 
looked like and from where it came 
creates the problem. No photo, nor 
any reliable account of what it 
looked like has come forth as yet. 
Most wagon historians, including Bill 
Woodcock, who has no peer in that 
field, strongly suspects the steamer 
came from Fred Buchanan and was 
the same one that was used on World 
Bros. in 1923 and Robbins Bros. in 
1924 as shown in photo No. 15. The 
origin of this calliope has long been 
a mystery and the only photos of it 
that have ever turned up picture it 
on World Bros. in 1923. Just where 
Buchanan got it is not known. It may 
be recalled that Fred Buchanan, after 
operating the Yankee Robinson Cir- 
cus for several years, sold that show 
to Mugivan and Bowers in late season 
1920 and the new owners moved the 
property to the Hall Farm where they 
used the best equipment to enlarge 
their Howes Great London Shows 
from 15 to 21 cars for 1921 and sold 
some of the remainder to Palmer 
Bros. and others. In the winter of 
1922-23 Buchanan framed a new 15 
car show that went out in 1923 under 
title of World Bros. Circus. Much of 
the equipment used came from the 
Hall Farm with some baggage wagons 
being built new. The steam calliope 
he obtained from World Bros. was 
not from any old show that ended up 
at the Hall Farm, or at least one we 
are aware of. Whether it was built 
new for World Bros. or came from 
some carnival or other type show we 
don’t know. It would have _ been 
available for Taylor in 1925 as it was 
not used by Robbins following the 
1924 season. The Jan. 22, 1925, Bill- 
board mentions that Robbins Bros. 
would have a new steam calliope for 
the 1925 season, the instrument hav- 
ing been installed in a wagon using 


the sides of an old Forepaugh-Sells 
bandwagon. Most historians are fa- 
miliar with this calliope that had a 
huge carved lion in the front. It had 
been the No. 1 bandwagon on World 
Bros. in 1923. Although the Billboard 
details Buchanan selling other equip- 
ment to Taylor not a word can be 
found about any sale of the steam 
calliope. Harry Chipman says he was 
on World Bros. in 1923 and Robbins 
Bros. in 1924 as well as F. J. Taylor 
in 1925 and he feels sure the same 
calliope was uséd by all three shows. 
Unfortunately the Chipman file of 
photos used here does not show the 
steamer. Harry also says that in 1925 
on many stands there was no one to 
play the instrument but that they 
fired it up and it made parade and he 
was given the task to make the ex- 
cuses why it wasn’t playing. 

If Taylor had an air calliope in 
1925 that fact can’t be established 
in our existing photos. He did adver- 
tise that he wanted to purchase a 
used air calliope in a Billboard ad in 
which he also wanted = sideshow 
people, snake charmer, Scotch band, 
etc. There is a notation on the equip- 
ment list in pencil that there was an 
air calliope but it isn’t listed with the 
rest of the wagons. C. C. Day is sure 
there was an air calliope instrument 
in any event as it later was carried 
on the Taylor fair unit. 

From ‘the photos of the known 
tableau wagons that Taylor had and 
the fact he had 8 cages of animals 
and a steam calliope he could have 
put on a very creditable parade for 
a ten car show which certainly would 
have been a welcome sight for the 
small Nebraska and Iowa towns he 
played. 

The official title of the 1925 show 
was F. J. Taylor’s Great American 
Circus, Museum, Menagerie, Hippo- 
drome. Other titles appearing on one 
sheet found in the old No. 1 band- 
wagon when it arrived in Baraboo 
included Taylor Bros. Great American 
Circus, Museum and Menagerie; F. 
J. Taylor’s Great American 3 Ring 
Circus, and F. J. Taylor Jr. Great 
American Circus. Some of these may 
have been variations later used on 


Photo No. 14 —Titled baggage wagon, F. J. 
Taylor’s Circus, 1925. Chipman Collection 
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the Taylor fair units that toured 
until the early 30’s. 

According to the _ official route 
printed elsewhere that came from the 
late E. W. Adams collection the show 
opened Sat., May 23, 1925, at Al- 
bright, Neb., and after a Sunday off 
played its home city of South Omaha 
on the 25th followed by a two day 
stand at Omaha itself on the 26th and 
27th. 

After Omaha the show played Iowa 
stands at Glenwood, Griswold and 
Sidney, and then went back into 
Nebraska for the rest of the short 
lived tour. It didn’t last a month and 
closed the season June 20 at Wahoo 
and immediately moved back to 
South- Omaha quarters. 


The causes of the show’s failure 


were many. First, all observers agree 


that extremely bad, wet and cold 
weather ruined all chances of doing 
any business. Business was bad from 
the start and never improved and 
some claim it never had a winning 
day. Harry Chipman also says that 
the advance was very weak on the 
show with little paper being put up, 
no advance press, and in general just 
“no advance.” Some claim the route 
was all wrong and that the show was 
attempting to play an old Taylor mud 
show route with a railroad circus. 
The charge has been thrown that 
Fred Buchanan actually sold Taylor 
on this particular route with an 
ulterior motive in mind, knowing it 
was bound to fail. Regardless of all 
the given the weather was 
probably the greatest factor for its 
failure. The year 1925 was one of 
the worst weather wise of all circus 
seasons. 

The Taylor property was stored in 
South Omaha and remained idle until 
the spring of 1927 when a new circus 
bearing the title of Cook & Cole’s 
3 Ring Circus was organized by a 
partnership consisting of Leo E. 
Crook, Arthur Hoffman and R. M. 
Harvey. Crook has previously been 
connected with Ringling-Barnum. in 
the concession department and was 
the heaviest investor in the new ven- 
ture. He is reported to have spent 
$40,000 in the new circus they or- 
ganized. Arthur Hoffman was widely 
known in circus circles and was a 
part owner of the 1926 Heritage Bros. 
Circus. R. M. Harvey was one of the 
top advance agents in the business 
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Photo No. 15 — Steam calliope, World Bros. 
Circus, May 28, 1923, Ponca, Neb. This is 
the steam calliope believed to have been 
on the Taylor Circus in 1925, but definite 
photographic evidence placing it there has 
not turned up. P. M. McClintock Collection 


and was given the job of routing the 
new show. Numerous advertisements 
the new show placed in the Bill- 
board in the spring of 1927 wanting 
circus performers and personnel were 
signed, Arthur Hoffman and Leo B. 
Crook, managers. 

The new show made a deal to 
obtain the Taylor equipment and used 
his South Omaha quarters to prepare 
it for the road. The equipment Taylor 
had used on his 1925 show was the 
nucleus for the Cook & Cole outfit, 
however it is entirely possible that 
some of the Taylor cars which were 
already in pretty bad condition were 
not used but were replaced by others. 
Other cars came from the Venice 
Transportation Co. and Fred Bu- 
chanan. The train when assembled 
consisted of 4 stocks, 6 flats, 4 
sleepers and 1 advance for a total of 
15 cars, or four more than Taylor 
used. A few new wagons were con- 
structed at quarters to load on the 
additional flat car that Cook & Cole 
acquired. C. C. Day recalls that just 
flat bed wagons with skeleton posts 
sides were built. These were similar 
to some showing in the accompanying 
illustrations. 

Eyewitnesses say that Cook & Cole 
paraded using the old Taylor No. 1 
bandwagon to lead it and also that a 
steam calliope was carried as well as 
a sizable menagerie. It is assumed the 
Taylor tableau wagons and cages 
were placed in the parade and that 
an adequate march was staged. 

As Cook & Cole had four stock 
cars, double the number carried by 
Taylor, considerable more horses and 
lead stock were added. Clyde “High- 
pockets” Baudendistil had four ele- 
phants on the show that were leased 
from W. P. Hall. They were Tommy, 
Ding, Boo and the tusker, Major. 

The Taylor canvas spread was 
used by the new show and the gen- 
eral lot appearance greatly resembled 
the 1925 show. 

Leo Crook leased most of his 
property but F. J. Taylor once told C. 
C. Day that Crook paid cash for a Jot 
of equipment obtained from him 


when time payments would have been 
perfectly satisfactory with him. The 
heavy outlay of cash which exhausted 
the shows funds almost before open- 
ing date was one of the prime reasons 
for the shows early failure. This busi- 
ness of the money being spent before 
the show really gets rolling has been 
the sad story told at many a circus 
funeral. It was true of the Frank 
Spellman U. S. Motorized Circus of 
1919 and the Tim McCoy Wild West 
Show of 1938 to mention a few. 

Staffers of Cook & Cole were cap- 
able circus people and consisted of 
J. C. Ryan, legal adjuster; C. H. 
Bauther, contracting agent; E. S. 
Patterson, lot supt. and in charge of 
quarters shops; Jack H. Nation, side- 
show manager; Frank P. Meister, 
bandmaster; Con Colleano Sr., privi- 
lege car manager, and John Burns, 
steward. 

A good performance was featured 
highlighted by the Joe Hodgini 
Troupe of riders. Jimmy Keating and 
Billie Burke, well known circus fe- 
male impersonators, were contracted. 
Keating did a single contortion act 
and danced in the sideshow while 
Burke worked the comein and did a 
swinging ladder number in the big 
show and danced in the sideshow. 
“Highpockets” Baudendistil presented 
an outstanding elephant act. 

R. M. Harvey headed a strong ad- 
vance and used a special line of 
paper printed by National of Chicago 
and Standard of St. Paul. 

The new show moved to Manning, 
Iowa, and all personnel were advised 
to report there May 16 for final re- 
hearsals. The show opened the season 
in Manning, May 21, 1927. 

Bad weather, such as plagued F. J. 
Taylor in 1925, hit the new Cook & 
Cole show immediately and the result 
was poor business. The show’s funds 
were expended by opening date and 
there was nothing left in the sock to 
take care of the situation so the show 
lasted only eleven stands with the 
finish coming June 2 at Fairmont, 
Minn. 

The 
stranded in 
move to the 
available. J. C. 


show’s personnel became 
Fairmont as funds to 
next stand were not 
Ryan, legal adjuster, 
went to the town’s merchants and 
solicited food for the circus attaches 
and animals. The City of Fairmont 
opened up its heart to the plight of 
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Photo No. 16—Rear view showing the old 
F. J. Taylor No. 1 Bandwagon at the Circus 
World Museum, Baraboo, Wis., in 1961 after 
complete restoration by Ernie Zimmerly and 
the museum staff. Photo Courtesy of Circus 
World Museum 


the circus people and a committee 
of prominent city officials, including 
the mayor, chief of police, editor of 
the paper was formed and organized 
a benefit performance. This was held 
on June 6 with tickets selling at $1.00 
each. A relief fund of $1200.00 was 
raised and all employees were paid 
25% of their rage claims. This 
enabled most of the personnel to 
leave town, although a few. of the 
workmen secured employment in 
Fairmont. A small percentage of the 
benefit funds was retained to pay 
local claims. 

At Fairmont the train had first been 
loaded after the June 2 stand and 
then unloaded again for the benefit. 
During the first loading John Blake- 
man, one of the train crew, ras 
crushed between two wagons and 
suffered critical injuries. 

The final disposition of the circus 
property from Fairmont has long 
been a mystery to circus historians. 
We knew some property was returned 
to South Omaha and later advertised 
for sale by Taylor but for years there 
were rumors that circus wagons and 
property of Cook & Cole were stored 
in Fairmont and perhaps remained to 
the present time. Last summer, mem- 
ber Bill Johnson made the trip from 
LaCrosse to Fairmont to see what 
information he could uncover on just 
what did happen to the property. Bill 
talked with the present editor of the 
local paper who indeed remembered 
the show’s folding in 1927, however. 
he could add very few additional 
facts but did say that it was true 
some wagons were stored at the 
fairgrounds for about two years but 
later they were all moved from Fair- 
mont by parties unknown to him. He 
assumed some of the show’s creditor’s 
took the property. At the courthouse 
Bill was unable to get any informa- 
tion on any legal action or reposses- 
sion claims that might have been 
taken against the show by various 
creditors. However, a search of the 
newspaper files enabled Johnson to 
come up with some good information. 

One story mentioned that Leo Crook 
had lost his life savings of $40,000 
in the show and although both Harvey 
and Hoffman were partners, only 
Crook had money in the show and 
one article referred to Crook as the 
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man that had been taken to the 
cleaners. A later article said both 
Harvey and Hoffman were also heavy 
losers indicating they, too, had money 
in the show. 

One story quoted Harvey as saving 
that the late season opening and the 
continued rainy weather kept the 
audiences away from the show, and 
he continued, “since we left Omaha 
we had only 3 days when it didn’t 
rain. We didn’t reckon with the 
weather, the worst in years, and were 
mired in town after town. The roads 
were so bad that the crowds could 
not come.” The article mentioned 
that all the circus partners were well 
seasoned with Crook snending 18 
years with Ringling, R. M. Harvey 
with Barnum & Bailey for 9 years, 
and Art Hoffman was with Hagen- 
beck-Wallace. 

Harvey was also quoted on saying 
that it cost money to move a circus 
train with the run from Wells to 
Fairmont over the Milwankee Rail- 
road costing nearly $300.00. The 
afternoon show on June 2 in Fair- 
mont had 200 with the evening show 
a little better and rain came again 
as the show loaded that night before 
they found they would be unable to 
move. 

One interesting news account said 
that creditors were in a scramble for 
the show’s cars. Mr. F. J. Tavlor is 
seeking to ship his property to Omaha 
and Mr. Buchanan would like to ship 
his to Granger, Iowa. A story a few 
days later said that Mr. Taylor’s 
three cars had left and the remaining 
11 cars in Fairmont belonged to the 
Consolidated Circus Co. of Omaha 
and Fred Buchanan, owner of the 
Robbins Bros. Circus. A further story 
said that Robbins Bros. played Fair- 
mont on July 6 and picked up the 
cars belonging to that show and also 
the show had two big houses on that 
date. A check of the official 1927 
season route of Robbins confirms the 
Fairmont date. 

The show’s plight continued to make 
news in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel 
and a few days later it said the four 
elephants were returned to W. P. 
Hall at Lancaster, Mo. The few days 
the show was setup for the benefit 
had many unusual incidents. One 
recorded was that a circus laborer 
and a farmer were taken to jail on 
complaint of one of the show’s bosses 
who alleged that the workman had 
sold some of the show’s rope to the 
farmer. The laborer said that he had 
money coming from the circus and 
he was going to get it while the 
getting was good. A later story said 
the farmer returned the rope and 
charged were dropped against both 
of them. 

The three cars mentioned above 
belonging to F. J. Taylor that had 
left Fairmont were used to transport 
a circus unit Taylor organized to play 
fair dates. This small train unit, 
managed by Bert Taylor, continued 
for several years and in the early 
30’s the cars were discarded and the 
unit was transported by truck. About 


1934 Tavlor took the unit off the roau 
and disposed of the remaining prop- 
erty. 

The Billboard in an excellent story 
recorded the rise and quick fall of 
Cook & Cole and is printed herewith 
in its entirety to give the official trade 
publication account of the entire 
affair. 

“Two Benefits Given for Cook & 
Cole Folk, Fairmont, Minn., June 
11—’’ The Cook & Cole Three Ring 
Circus has closed, as was briefly men- 
tioned in last week’s issue. Its career 
was brief, its bankroll short and its 
finish sad. 

On Monday two benefit perform- 
ances were given in behalf of the 
stranded showfolk, the performers 
participating in the program. One 
dollar admission was charged and 
$1,200 was realized. The local com- 
mittee consisted of J. E. Haycraft, 
F. J. Edwards, H. E. Wade, C. F. 
Gaarenstroom and A. M. Nelson. 

Performers write that, although the 
benefit was supposed to be given en- 
tirely by the city people, when it 
‘ame to paying off they were re- 
quested to sign a Cook & Cole Circus 
receipt in full. 

With the Frank J. Taylor outfit at 
Omaha, Neb., as a nucleus, other 
property leased from Fred Buchanan, 
Col. Hall and the Venice Transporta- 
tion Co. in addition to much property 
bought and owned by Leo E. Crook, 
the Cook & Cole Circus made a most 
formidable showing on the lot, being 
a very inspiring piece of show prop- 
erty. The performance was extremely 
creditable and the array of bosses 
and heads of departments very cap- 
able men of experience. An electric 
light plant was carried, in fact it 
was a modern, up-to-date outfit. 

Leo E. Crook, formerly connected 
with the Ringling Circus in the con- 
cession department, was the financial 
sponsor. He is reported to have in- 
vested upwards of $30,000, apparently 
ambitious to have as good an outfit 
as there was on the road. His invest- 
ments in show property and the cost 
of repairing the Taylor property 
exhausted his bankroll sooner than 
was anticipated by him. Consequently 
when it came time to launch the ad- 
vance department and to provide 
means for the publicity department 
to invite the public to the show, the 
funds it is said, had so depleted that 
at no time was the advance equipped 
with the necessary ammunition for 
its use. 

In spite of these handicaps, Mr. 
Crook was enthusiastically optimistic 
and continued ambitious. Arthur 
Hoffman, the other manager of the 
show, worked his best and struggled 
to make his associates hopes come 
true, but with continued cold, wet 
weather, and other obstacles, the 
show was forced to close here June 2. 

All local bills were paid in every 
town. The only indebtedness is to the 
people on the payroll and to a few 
others with the show who very 
loyally and generously advanced cash 
to the show to help it along until it 
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got an even break. The territory be- 
ing played was all fresh and the 
Robbins Bros. Circus was in the same 
territory at the same time and doing 
a most profitable business, but at no 
time were the stands of the two shows 
closer together than 40 miles. 

Fred Buchanan, of the Robbins 
Show, visited the Cook & Cole Circus 
at Wells, Minn., and when the show 
closed at Fairmont he sent Robert 
Schiller over to look after his in- 
terests, and Bert Taylor, who was 
on the show, is looking after the in- 
terests of his brother, Frank J. Taylor. 

The Cook & Cole Circus was pro- 
nounced by the _ several hundred 
people with it as comprising as neat 
a 15 car show aS was ever seen any- 
where. It was moving well, the people 
with it were loyal and hopeful to the 
very last. The train consisted of four 
sleepers, four stock and six flat cars 
and one advance car. Much of the 
property and stock will be stored for 
a few weeks at Fairmont. 

Arthur Hoffman is returning to his 
home at Peru, Ind., before he decides 
what he will do for the rest of the 
season. Mr. Crook expects to rejoin 
his family in New York, and R. M. 
Harvey is likewise going east.”’ 

Just what happened to any circus 
property Crook may have personally 
retained is not known, but the rest 
of the Taylor property was returned 
to South Omaha sometime later, per- 
haps after remaining in Fairmont for 
a year or more as the old editor re- 
members. It is assumed Taylor re- 
possessed the property. 

3eginning in November, 1928, ads 
appeared in the Billboard advertising 
circus property for sale by the Con- 
solidated Circus Co. of Omaha. Some 
ads read, “Ten car circus for sale, 
offering it for cash or terms, or would 
exchange for good farm or income 
property. On account of other busi- 
ness cannot devote time to operate 
this show.” 

The ads continued on 
listing various size tents, a 
car 58 ft. long with wooden under- 
frame, 2 coaches, 60 ft. and 58 ft. 
wooden underframe, a 60 ft. flat car, 
and other items of equipment. It was 
stated complete property for a 10 car 
show was available and would be 
sold as a unit or piecemeal. Evidently 
all animals had been sold early as 
later it was specified that no animals 
were available. 

C. C. Day furnished the following 
list of equipment that was listed for 
sale by the Consolidated Circus Co. 
Penciled notations on the original 
list were referred to earlier and there 
is one further note that the list omits 
one stock car. 

List of equipment of the Consoli- 
dated Circus Co.: 

stake and chain wagon $ 300.00 

electric light wagon 200.00 

side show wagon, white for 

parade 400.00 

electric plants and cables 1000.00 

Fordson tractor 5900.00 

plank wagons ($200.00 each) 400.00 

cookhouse, complete 500.00 

sets of harness 600.00 


menagerie top 600.00 
1 side show top 500.00 


1963 


into 1929 
baggage 


May-June, 


cookhouse top 125.00 
lengths blue seats 600.00 
lengths reserves (Starbacks) 400.00 
wardrobe 500.00 
flat car: 1200.00 
advance, 1 sleeper, 1 coach 1500.00 
canvas wagon, complete 300.00 
pole wagon, complete 250.00 
cages $200.00 each 1600.00 
candy wagon 300.00 
ticket w agon 300.00 
trunk wagon 400.00 
{double) sets of pony harness 130.00 
chariots, $175.00 each 350.00 
stage coach 500.00 
marquee 50.00 
English saddles, $20.00 each 100.00 
high jumping horse 500.00 
menage horses, $225.00 each 900.00 
white saddle horses, $1$0.00 each 200.00 
trick mule 100.00 
baggage horses, $100.00 each 200.00 
l pinto horst 100.00 
Side staging, curtains 300.00 
Stakes 200.00 
60 chalks 180.00 
Run 125.00 
Rope, 

(cost 
Sledges, 
Paper, 
Torches 
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blocks, falls, ete 
$500.00) 
laying out pin: 
pictorial 


200.00 
100.00 
500.00 

25.00 


$17,185.00 
Subject to further con- 
firmation. 

C. C. Day also recalls seeing the 
Taylor equipment that had come back 
to Omaha after service on the Cook 
& Cole Show and that the rail cars 
were painted yellow, evidently using 
same color scheme that Taylor had 
used in 1925. 

Just how much circus property was 
sold by Taylor is not known. There 
is no record in the Billboard of where 
it went. It was generally believed by 
circus historians that a lot of the 
equipment, especially the wagons, 
were not sold but were either stored 
or eventually destroyed in the old 
South Omaha quarters. For years 
there have been rumors that wagons 
remained in that area. In general 
listings of remaining circus wagons 
by this author in 1950 and later in 
1953 I attempted to get some line on 
the reported Omaha wagons but to 
no avail. I felt it strange that none 
of the older organized fans or fans 
living in the area I contacted seemed 
to have any information at all con- 
cerning these wagons. It was not 
until 1961 when Chappie Fox, di- 
rector of the Circus World Museum, 
got on the trail of the long rumored 
Taylor wagons in Omaha, that some 
definite information on these come 
to light. 

Fox worked closely with CHS V. 
P. Tom Parkinson and Floyd Henton, 
director of the Riverview Park Zoo 
in Omaha, and they contacted Mrs. 
E. G. Larson, a daughter of F. J. 
Taylor Jr. Surely enough, the old 
No. 1 bandwagon Taylor had used in 
1925 was still stored in a shed at the 
old farm in South Omaha, and 
through the gracious generosity of 
Mrs. Larson this beautiful old wagon 
was given to the Circus World Mu- 
seum. It was transported to Baraboo 
by Frank Van Epps of Portage, Wis.., 
and W. W. Deppe of Baraboo. 

The discovery of this old 
wagon astounded circus wagon 
torians throughout the country. This 
author still considers this to be the 
most significant ‘“find’’ the Circus 
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Photo No. 17 — These one sheet dates from 
the Circus World Museum show the three 
different styles of title used by Taylor. All 
four dates were found in the wagon after it 
arrived in Baraboo. 


World Museum has made. It was as 
if the dead had come to life, the lost 
had been found, and it proves that 
through diligence and cooperation 
between the many circus wagon 
lovers the impossible can often be 
accomplished. 

Chappie Fox says that one of the 
most unusual features of this wagon 
is the canvas covered sides. The can- 
vas hides the crude, box like con- 
struction of the vehicle and Chappie 
Says it was an ingenious way to take 
a plain baggage wagon and make it 
into a fine looking bandwagon. 

I have often wondered what be- 
came of the rest of the Taylor wagon: 
Best guess is that they just rotted 
away. Chappie says that the men 
that went to South Omaha to get the 
bandwagon noted old pieces of iron 
work from wagons embedded in the 
earth in a grassy field near the shed 
where the wagon was stored. This 
indicated quite a few wagons had 
evidently just disintegrated into the 
ground. It is hoped that some day 
some light will be shed on the dis- 
position of the Taylor steam calliope. 
C. C. Day says he feels it was sold 
to someone, and although it is fairly 
certain it never appeared on another 
circus after Cook & Cole it could 
have gone to a carnival or some other 
type show or park, or even to some 
individual. 

I would 
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i, HIGHEST CLASS -PHOW 
ON PARTH 


SEASON OF 1945 


The last in the series of three ar- 
ticles covering one season rail shows 
that operated during the World War 
II era concerns the Russell Bros. 
Pan-Pacific Circus. The Russell title 
had toured as a truck show under 
C. W. Webb since 1928 and had 
survived the depression years of the 
1930’s to emerge as one of the largest 
and finest truckers of that era. 

Arthur Concello had during this 
same period of time been one of the 
top notch circus name _ performers. 
With an eye toward the future, he 
purchased the show from Webb dur- 
ing the winter of 1942-43 and toured 
it under his direction that season. 
Clyde Beatty, who during the 1943 
season, was connected with the Clyde 
Beatty-Wallace Bros. Circus, joined 
with Concello and the 1944 season 
saw the title become Clyde Beatty- 
Russell Bros. Circus. This was a fine 


outstanding perform- 
ance and had a successful run. Fol- 
lowing this season, the partnership 
dissolved with Beatty purchasing the 
Wallace Bros. Circus from Ray 
Rogers and taking out this truck 
show as the Clyde Beatty Circus for 
the 1945 season. Concello tried to buy 
the Mighty Sheesley carnival train, 
but this fell through. Concello then 
joined with Jack Tavlin and pur- 
chased from Barney Gerety of the 
Beckman & Gerety Carnival 15 rail 
cars and enough carnival wagons to 
frame a rail show for the 1945 sea- 
son. The 1944 truck show had closed 
into temporary quarters att he Waxa- 
hachie, Texas, fairgrounds. 


show with an 


Train view showing Warren tank car built 
flat with stock car and coaches on 
adjoining track. Russell Bros. Pan Pacific 
Circus, 1945. Photo by Harry Quillen 


cars 


The big top pole semi, the canvas 
semi and a stake driver truck were 
moved to Shreveport, La., where the 
new rail show was being framed and 
some of the remaining truck equip- 
ment was locally. It has been 
reported that the Selig Zoo in Los 
Angeles was used for storage for 
some additional time as this site had 
been used in previous Seasons 
as the Russell winterquart Actu- 
ally two quarter: aintained 
and one at Waxachie 


trucks 
and the Shreveport fairgr s for 


the rail equipment 
All wagons and trucks 
painted red with 
aluminum lettering. The and 
were painted aluminum with 
red lettering and the coaches painted 
with aluminum lettering. All 
cars and wagons carried the show 
title in full. When completed, the 
show loaded in the following order: 
Flat No. 51 
Light plant, 
2 Tractor 
20 Truck, 
body 
Automobile 
1 Tractor 
Flat No. 55 
17 Big top 
19 Truck, 
Flat No 57 
314 Big top canvas semi 
234 Stringer wagon 
26 Truck, stake drive! 
Flat No. 56 
39 Cookhouse pole 
68 Bagrage wagon 
87 Seat planks 
67 Chair wagon 
Flat No. 53 
128 Seat planks and 
99 Canvas wagon 
lj Baggage wagon, 
16 Ticket wagon 
Flat No. 52 
221 Sideshow 
Truck, 
bears 
Props 
Two 
Flat No. 54 
261 Trunks and pad room 
18 Light plant 
169 Seat jacks 
12 Light plant, old cage wagon 
Stock No. 7] 70 ft 
Ring stock 
Stock No. 72 70 ft 
Ring stock and five hills 
A total of 25 horses and 8 ponies loaded 
in the two stock cars in addition to the 
elephants but the loading order is not 
known. 
Sleeper No. 65 — 76 ft 
Sleeper No. 64 — 76 ft 
Sleper No. 63 — 76 ft. 
Carried light plant for coaches 
Sleeper No. 62 — 76 ft. 
Combination sleeper 
Sleeper No. 61 — 80 ft. 
Sleeper No. 60 — 76 ft. 
Concello’s private car ‘‘Randy’”’ 


sold 


Some 


were 


were 


either white or 
stocks 


orange 


tral 


Mack, Cl box 


WIit!l 


pole 


Mack, 


emi 


water wagon 


canvas and 


props 


bibles 


props and dog 
and office 


poles 
Pallenberg’s 


and 
bed. 


Canva 
straight 


and ring curbs 
wheeled stake driver 


and pie car 
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The Pie 
dera.”” The 
however. 


“Troco- 
was incorrect, 
this was the way “Yellow” 
3urnett had lettered it. Jack Tavlin 
took a special interest in the con- 
struction of this car and it was un- 
doubtedly the fanciest and most ex- 
pensive car used on modern day 
circuses. It was outfitted with stain- 
less steel cooking fixtures and a fancy 
linoleum floor. An interior decorator 
selected special drapes and color 
combinations. Needless to say, the 
fancy decor took a beating when the 
show’s working men came in at night 
after being on a muddy lot. The car 
served between 100 and 125 people 
three meals a day during the trip 
from the Shreveport winter quarters 
to Los Angeles. 
Careful photographic 
vealed that all flat 
but contradicting 
lengths has 
the exact 


Car was named 


spelling 


study has re- 
were Warren’s 
statements on the 
caused the omission of 
length of each flat. The 
possibility of a mixture of 70 ft. and 
72 ft. flats is very evident. The flats 
were all steel, the stocks were steel 
with wood slated sides and the 
coaches all steel frames with wood 
bodies. The seven flats, two stocks 
and six coaches made a smart appear- 
when completely repainted and 
ready for the road. The show did 
not use a rail car for the advance, 
this department being completely 
motorized. Other motorized equip- 
ment going overland included two 
concession semi’s, one concession 
straight job, a bus used to carry 
personnel from train to lot and a 
large dining department semi housing 
the cooking equipment. 
Arthur Concello bought 
Gerety’s private car and 
the “Randy,” after his 
born in February of 1945. This car 
is still owned by Concello and is 
currently parked on a siding near the 
Sarasota airport 

One coach came from the 
ner Cavalcade 


ance 


3arney 
renamed it 
son who was 


Al Wag- 
of Amusements. 

Concello and Tavlin thered to- 
gether a very capable staff that in- 
cluded some former Ringling-Barnum 
department heads. The official lineup 
listed Frank McClosky, Manager: 
Waldo T. Tupper, General Agent; 
Roland Butler and William Antes, 
Press and Radio; Orrin Davenport, 
Director of Personnel: Vander Bar- 
bette, Director of Productions; Henry 
Kyes, 3andmaster;: Wallace Love, 
Auditor: Vern Arbuckle, Assistant 
Auditor; Francis Kitzman, Supt. of 
Outdoor Advertising: Dee Aldrich, 
Sideshow; George Werner, Lot Supt.: 
Robert Reynolds, Props; Dan Fast, 
Electrical Dept. Mac MacDonald, 
Menagerie; Wm. McGough, Tickets: 
Joseph Kuta, Ushers; Ray Maxwell, 
Front Door: John Staley, Cookhouse; 
Albert Ansonia, Trainmaster: Elvin 
Welsh, Purchasing Agent: Edward 
Ward, Transportation; Dan Dix, 24 
Hour Man: C. A. “Red” Sonnenberg, 
Concessions; D. Goebler, Supt. of 
Porters. 

The show’s five bulls had all been 
on the Russell truck show and a brief 
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history shows the 
ground on each. 

Margaret can be traced 
about 1926 at which time as 
she was sold by Snake 
Robbins Bros. Circus. 
possibility that she was owned at 
this time by Wm. Hall and was on 
lease to the Robbins show. She re- 
mained on this circus until it closed 
and stayed at the Hall farm until 
1933 at which time she came to the 
Russell show. In later years she has 
been with Kelly-Miller and is still 
living. 

Myrtle came on the 
in the spring of 1925 
there through 1930. 
her out after this until 
she, too, joined Russell. 

Daisy was on the Gollmar show in 
1916 and then became part of the 
James Patterson herd that traveled 
about under various titles owned and 
operated by Patterson. She was sold 
to Christy in 1924 and remained there 
until coming to Russell in 1943. 

Dixie joined Christy in 1925 along 
with hg and Venice. The rest of 
her career like that of Myrtle and 
Daisy. She ‘died on the Kelly-Miller 
show during the 1954 season. 

Elsie was sold to Wm. P. Hall by 
Louie Ruhe in 1926. Hall sold her to 
Criley Orton in the winter of 1926-27 
and she remained on the Orton show 
for three years but wound up back 
at the Hall farm when Orton become 
delinquent in his payments. Hall 
leased her to Robbins Bros. for two 
seasons and finally sold her to Rus- 
sell. She later became part of the 
Kelly-Miller herd and stayed there 
until joining Hagen Bros. in 1955. 
She died June 9, 1959, while touring 
with Hagen. 

Word was released through the 
Billboard of March 3 that the Russell 
show would open the season with an 
18 day stand, March 29 through April 
15, at the Pan-Pacific Auditorium in 
Los Angeles. It can be assumed that 
Russell, as with Arthur, had been 
shut out of the traditional Washing- 
ton and Hill Sts. lot when Buster 
Cronin tied up this spot for his Cro- 
nin Bros. Circus. This 6000 seat house 
provided excellent facilities and 
downtown ticket agencies were at- 
tained to help in the advance sale. 
Ticket prices for this stand were 
announced as ranging from $1 to 
$2.50 plus tax wh special weekday 
bargain matinee 

The same van of the Billboard 
announced the call for all help want- 
ing to ride the train west to be in 
Shreveport, La., ready to leave on 
March 8. Help wanted at this time 
included working men in all depart- 
ments. In Los Angeles, the billing 
war took on the appearance of a real 
old time donnybrook with Cronin 
and Russell billers using every trick 
in the book to corral prize locations 
for their paper. Since Arthur Bros. 
was opening March 26, and Cronin 
March 24, this made Russell the last 
of the three to get a crack at getting 
the patronage and Russell didn’t 
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spare the wait paper. Adding to the 
billing battle was a knock down drag 
out political fight in the area that 
used up much valuable billing space 
that would have been available other- 
wise. Cronin encountered the wait 
paper by buying additional news- 
paper space in the Los Angeles Times 
comic section to appeal to the 
youngsters, with special sketches be- 
ing made up by Forrest Freeland, 
Cronin press man. The Cronin ad is 
the only four color circus ad ever 
known to be used. 

The trip to Los Angeles required 
six days and was equivalent to a 
“Cook’s Tour.’ Stops were made in 
Houston. San Antonio, Sanderson and 
El Paso. Texas, as well as Tucson and 
Phoenix, Arizona. At the border 
towns, a number of show people made 
visits to Old Mexico. 

Arriving in Los Angeles, Russell 
met the usual difficulties when a tent 
show plays in an arena. Tons of dirt 
had to be trucked in to cover the 
floor for the stock to work on. The 
show’s big top was set up on the 
parking lot to house the menagerie 
and the sideshow was erected on an 
adjacent lot across the street. 

Opening night found the bugs still 
not all ironed out with lighting prob- 
lems in the sideshow and menagerie 
and a two-thirds house greeted the 
show. The next day’s paper were 
lavish with praise for the production 
which utilized the lights built in for 
ice shows and was backed with an 
18 piece band under Henry Kyes. 
Opening night performance was 30 
minutes late but well worth waiting 
for, and running time was 2 hours 
and 45 minutes including a 10 minute 
intermission. 

The program reviewed on opening 
night is reproduced here complete 
with all remarks as published in the 
Billboard: 

Display 1— The spec, CIRCUS ON PA- 
RADE, a walk-around with 12 ballet girls 
marching much too slow. Could have been 
speeded up to the advantage of the entire 
show. Frank Buck is presented and takes 
bows 

Display 2—Ring 1 
assisted by Brownie Gudath doing a table 
rock for good laughs. Ring 3. Aerial Dyers, 
clown and fem in Roman ring swings and 
some fun provoking antics 

Display 3— Center Ring. Dick Clement’s 
five lion act. Radio broadcast slowed up 
the act with Frank Buck making a much 
too long announcement. Clement's puts 
plenty of noise into the act. Lions respond 
well to cues, with cat doing a roll over 
Crowd eats it up. 

Display 4—Ring 1. The Four 
shapely gals doing trap and 
Ring 3. The Gibson Sky 
works with three gals; trap, Roman ring, 
ladder and breakaway featured 

Display 5 — Clown stop, a cannon gag 

Display 6 This is Concello’s baby 
Eighteen gals out for a one-two-three on 
the track while the bareback acts take over 
in all three rings. Misses June. Corcaita 
and Hortense ably handle the percherons 

Display 7—Perch acts. The Excellos. 
part of the Cristiani’s, in Ring 1. Using 
off balance rigging on the perch with neat 
blonde performing upside down walks 
and trap work. Conchita and Pape in 
Ring 3. Sways, iron jaw swivels and 
springs. Beth acts good. 

Display 8— Clown walk around 

Display 9—Center Stage. Pallenberg’s 
bears, handled by Emil Pallenberg, Jr 
Act is well presented. 

Display 10—Cloud swings and break- 


aways around the track. Vander Barbette 
trained this turn. Act is well done 


Clown Dick Lewis 


Cadets. 
ladder work 
Ballet. Gibson 


Display 11 
handled 
Display 12 
and their high school horses 
Display 13— Center Ring 
seven people, the Cristiani’s, doing teeter- 
board tricks. Ring 1. The Freehands and 
Ring 3, Coty and Sue do good work 
Display 14 Wild West turn. There is no 
after show but the rodeo people put on a 
turn. Ring 1. Chief Sky Eagle featured in 
some boomerang throwing that’s okav. 
Ring 2. Otis with his trick mule. Abner. 
Good for laughs. Ring 3. Whip cracking 
On track, Rex Rossi, Princess Sunbeam, 
Myrtle Compton Goodrich in trick riding 
that clicks 
Display 15 
a well 


Menage. Nine horses ably 


Arturo and Donita Konvot 
Good stock 


The Ortons 


Ring 1. Arturo 
trained Shetland Center 
Morales Dogs. Canine capers that is a 
natural for the matinee Ring 3, three 
ponies to perfect satisfaction 

Display 16— Center Ring 
and Brownie Gudath in 
fight. 
Display 17 
track with 


Konyot and 


Ring 


Dick 
hokum 


Lewis 
prize 


Aerial Ballet 
Miss Cristiani in 
Ring. Lavish costumes for the 
and rope attendants 

Display 18 — Center. Miss Cristiani doing 
a single trap bit. Toe catches with a rope 
rolldown, effective 

Display 19 — Arturo Konyot and his eight 
liberty horses. Smooth and effective. 

Display 20 — Ring 1. Clown stop. Mar- 
riage, Dick Lewis and Lulu’s house fire 

Display 21 Center. 12 ballet girls under 
special lighting introduce Ala Ming, who 
performs on the tight wire under Con- 
cello’s personal direction. Ring 1. John 
Guitterez and Ring 3, Frank Guitterez 
Only kids but excllent performers on 
tight wire and bounding rope, respectively. 

Display 22 Center Ring. Cristiani 
Family (9) riding act. Plenty good and 
serious stuff is enhanced by good comedy. 

Display 23 — Clown stop. 

Display 24 Center, five elephants 
handled by Mac MacDonald with 
Rogers as elephant girl 

Display 25 Ove! center, tne 
Concello’s. A smooth working 
some good catches Antionette 
is missed 

The above 


Around the 
the Center 
performers 


well 
Norma 


Flying 
WI1thn 
Concello 


act 


review was done by 
sam Abbott, Billboard rep on the 
west coast at the time and represent: 
his views. The under canvas official 
program shows that Dick Clements, 
Art LaRue, Myrtle Goodrich, The 
Cadets and Gibson’s Sky Ballet did 
not make the road tour 

During the Los Angeles Pan-Pacific 
opening stand, the show had a small 
poster printed that read “The location 
of the Circus has been changed to the 
Pan-Pacific Auditorium.” This was 
posted on the Cronin Brothers paper 
all over Los Angeles 

Business was 
and average 
considering 
were in the 


week-ends 
weekdays 


good on 
throughout 
the fact that two shows 
area with a combined 
seating in excess of 11,000. Cronin 
showed signs of fading toward the 
middle of the three week engagement 
and by the end was in serious finan- 
cial trouble although they did switch 
to a conventional big top and make a 
few road stands. Both shows 
on Sunday, March 15, and Russell 
headed for Riverside, the first stop 
of its under canvas trip. Some equip- 
ment was loaded early and trucked 
overland for this stop. Although only 
an 8 mile move was involved, a tie 
up in the yards caused a late arrival 
and the show made a late matinee. 

As viewed on the lot at this first 
under canvas stand, the show made 
an impressive appearance. The big 
top, although not new, was a large 
spread with the round ends being 
120 ft, three 45 ft. centers and one 
new 50 ft. center piece. This gave the 


closed 
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show a five pole big top with the 
front end curtained off to house the 
bulls and lead stock much as Ringling 
did in the last few seasons under 
canvas. Later in the season, one 
center piece was omitted and the 
animals were then housed in the 
sideshow. The big top used 45 ft. 
center poles and two rows of quar- 
ters. Other canvas sizes are not known 
but from available photographs it is 
estimated that the marquee is about 
30 x 30, the sideshow housed in a 
new top that is about a 60 ft. with 
one 30 ft, a padroom top and a striped 
cookhouse top located in the back- 
yard. All canvas was white except 
the cookhouse and the padroom. 

The sideshow was fronted by eight 
double decked banners plus the en- 
trance banner. Inside features in- 
cluded Prof. DeBarrie, Bird Circus: 
Flamo, fireater; Flippo, frog boy; 
Prof. Gilman, vent; Prof. Langdon, 
Punch; Mlle. Leatrice, giant reptile, 
and Mlle. Leona, mentalist. 

The inside of the big top had the 
professional look with reserved chairs 
arranged in lettered section. The long 
side had thirteen sections ‘‘A”’ to “‘N” 
with chairs 10 high and 1040 chairs 
on the side. The short side had the 
bandstand centered with ten sections 
of chairs totaling 800. Both sides had 
aisles every eight chairs. Blues were 
twelve high on both ends but the 
total seating is not known. 

The midway featured the sideshow 
and bannerline, the red wagon No. 16 
and several small concession stands 
and tops. 

Road advertising continued big as 
many spots had already been made 
by Arthur Bros. The Cristiani family 
and Frank Buck headed up the bill- 
ing with special paper liberally used. 
43 stands were booked in California 
with Pasadena, Long Beach, Salinas, 
San Jose, Fresno, Bakersfield and 
Stockton all being two day stands. 
Expected competition from Cronin 
Bros. did not materialize as this show 
folded at Long Beach on the 22nd, 
one week ahead of Russell’s showing 
there, and moved into Baldwin Park 
for reorganization. The band was re- 
duced to twelve pieces but really 
formed a solid unit with an organ 
and Mike Doyle on the air cally giv- 
ing it plenty of background. The late 
Bill Antes is credited with talking 
Concello into this novel deal and 
apparently it made everyone aware 
that a circus band is a credit to the 
show when properly organized and 
using the appropriate music. 

Business for the first week on the 
road was reported as big but all 
hands were doing Chinese to get it 
up on time with the men handling 
the trunks and the gals working 
chairs. No late arrivals other than 
the first day at Riverside were re- 
ported. 

Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis 
Obispo and Monterey all gave good 
matinees and straw nights. Trick 
rider Hope McLennon took a bad 
fall and left the show for the season 
with a severe shoulder injury. At 
Santa Cruz on May 8, Russell played 
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to half and three-quarter houses and 
San Jose gave four fine houses on the 
two day stand despite chilly nights. 
Modesto had a real billing war with 
Russell using “Wait” and Arthur 
Bros. using “Why Wait?” Taft had a 
late matinee on May 14 when an en- 
gine had trouble getting the 15 cars 
over the hump but two straw houses 
came out. Many other spots in the 
state did not come up to expectations 
due to being second in. However, the 
show reported that it was still on the 
right side of the ledger. Newspaper 
praise in most spots was outstanding. 
A Sunday at Lodi gave moderate 
business despite being two miles from 
town. 


Closing out the California tour on 
June 6 at Redding, Russell moved 
into Oregon for two weeks including 
a two day stand at Eugene and 
another at Salem plus a six at Port- 
land. The latter had been hit four 
weeks earlier by Arthur to a bang 
up four days and Russell got the 
leavings. On into Washington with 
good business at Seattle for a week, 
and Hoquiam, Olympia and Tacoma 
coming through in fine style. Ellens- 
burg, Everett and Wenatchee also 
were winners although lots were not 
the best. The worst of the lots was 
reported at Pasco. Spokane proved 
the biggest winner with an estimated 
41,000 paying customers sitting on 
the boards at this four day stand. 
Local officials closed the wagon when 
straw houses turned in to turnaways. 

Moving into Idaho, Russell was hit 
with an injunction as reported in the 
Arthur Bros. Circus review in the 
Nov.-Dec., 1962, Bandwagon. No 
holds had been barred in the fight for 


No. 18 and 12 light plants. Note No. 12 was 
formerly an old cage wagon. Author's Collec- 
tion 


patronage through the first half of 
the season. On the day that Russell 
was slapped with the injunction at 
Boise, the show reported one of the 
best one day stands of the season. 

Heading for the south, the show 
took an unusual route through Idaho, 
Utah, Wyoming and Colorado. Rawl- 
ings, Wyoming, was a big one and 
Denver came up with six capacity 
houses on the three day stand. 

A late arrival at Boulder the next 
day was caused by a truck colliding 
with the train but no injuries were re- 
ported. Matinee was strong but night 
house was about half. The following 
day at Colorado Springs the show 
played to a strong matinee and straw 
night house. 

Entering Texas at Wichita Falls, 
the show now began a series of moves 
that continued through Oklahoma, 
Arkansas and three stands in Kansas. 
At this point the competition for 
towns caused more than a passing 
interest as Cole Bros. was routing 
through the same general area. Here 
again wait paper began to show and 
newspaper ads ran side by side in 
many dailies with both shows using 
two column 8 in., 10 in. and 12 in. 
ads. Another injunction hit Russell 
at Tulsa, Oklahoma, when the billing 
crew papered a temporary board wall 
around some construction work. The 
circus was forced to post a $1000 
bond. Show dates here were Septem- 


Lot view showing big top, sideshow 
and wagons. Author's Collection 
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No. 314 big top canvas semi. This was one 
of several trucks the show had that had seen 
Motorized Show. 


service on the Russell Bros. 
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ber 7-8 with Cole following on Sep- 
tember 16-18. 

Walsenburg, Colorado, had 
the show a walloping in a driving 
storm that cancelled both shows but 
the damage was quickly repaired and 
at Amarillo, Texas, the show again 
had four packed houses in two days. 
Bill Antes reported here that business 
had been on a steady increase since 
V-J Day. Ringling was also nearby 
at some stands and much visiting 
3ros. wait paper was 
almost a daily feature and al- 
though it had to take a certain 
amount of customers away, business 
continued big. Fort Smith, Muskogee, 
Okmulgee and Bartlesville all came 
through big and at the latter stand, 
the show day and dated the World 
of Today carny. Ada, Oklahoma, was 
almost a complete bust with a lost 
matinee and the night show being 
cancelled just after starting due to a 
severe rain storm. Ponca City also 
came up rain and business was held 
to so-so houses. Independence, Kan- 
sas, was another wet one and a 
muddy lot but attendance was just 
under capacity. Leland Antes reports 
that Austin, Texas, was a real dilly. 
It had rained for several days prior 
to the date. This made for a very 
soft lot. Dodson’s Worlds Fair Shows, 
a rallroad carny, was using the tradi- 
tional Ist and Chalmers Ave. lot so 
Russell booked the old Riverside 
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No. 47 — Big top pole semi, Paul Van Pool 
Photo. 


the foot of 
Congress Avenue Bridge. This lot 
had not been used for several years 
and was an old gravel pit. The last 
show to use it had been the Tom Mix 
Circus in the spring of 1938. The 
cookhouse semi came in overland 
early and got on okay. George Werner 
arrived on the lot soon after the train 
was spotted and started to lay out the 
big top. The fun began when the big 
top canvas semi bogged down and 
had to have an assist from a four-up 
bull hitch to get it out of the mud. 
Concello took one look and barked 
out the order to load up and move 
on to San Antonio. Leland reports 
that he relayed the message to his 
uncle, Bill Antes, and Mrs. Antes 
started refunding money at the ad- 
vance sale store in town. Ordinarily, 
the reloading job would have been 
routine but one of the wagons ditched 
the flats while crossing a bridgeplate 
and knocked the poler off the flats 
although not seriously injuring him. 
This delayed the loading and the 
train did not get out of town until 
almost dark. 

San Antonio followed with three 
excellent days business and the lost 
day was recouped to an extent. Cole 
Bros. followed here by one week and 
also reported outstanding business. 
Nine more Texas stands followed 
with the season coming to a close 
with a three day stand at El Paso 
on Oct. 8-10. Reportedly scheduled 
but cancelled were Douglas, Ariz.. 
11; Bisbee, 12; Tuscon, 13-14, and 
Phoenix, 15-16. 

The total mileage 
was 10,160 with 136 
made in 11 states. 
closing, Concello 
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No. 39 wagon carrying cookhouse poles, 
and props. This is typical of the 
carnival type wagon with solid rubber tires 
obtained from the Beckman and Gerety 
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ment into the Live Stock Coliseum 
in El Paso. 

No further news was forthcoming 
until the Billboard of December 29 
reported, “under a Los Angeles date- 
line of December 22,,” trade winds, 
fanned by the buzz of an unusually 
large circus colony here, indicate that 
it will) not be long before Clyde 
Beatty and Art Concello announce 
some kind of a deal for the coming 
season, in all probability a partner- 
ship. 

Beatty traversed 
southern territory on 
son, while Concello, 
with Jack Tavlin, toured the 
Coach and southwest on rails. 

Beatty announced last summer that 
he would go on rails in 1946 if he 
could arrange for the equipment and 
he has spent a good portion of his 
time the past seven weeks in 
ferences with Concello. He even made 
a trip from Houston after closing 
with the Shrine Circus there, to El] 
Paso to inspect the Russell Bros. 
equipment in winter quarters. Friends 
of Beatty’s announced that he had 
not closed with Concello at that time, 
but shortly after Concello told a 
confidant at the Wichita Shrine Cir- 
cus he had made a deal with the wild 
animal trainer. 

Concello was in Los Angeles 
week-end for a conference with 
McCarthy Brothers, owners of the 
choice Washington and Hill St. loca- 
tion, and he intimated his spring tour 
would include this city. However, 
McCarthy stated that the lot has not 
been leased to any circus and no 
lease will be executed until after 
further conferences with the local 
softball promoters. 

Meanwhile, the Billboard of 
cember 22 hit the streets with an 
advertisement offering a good share 
of the Clyde Beatty Circus for sale, 
including trucks and trailers. 

Louis Goebel, who has a len on 
the Arthur Bros. Circus train and 
wagons now on the siding at Baldwin 
Park, reported that Beatty had turned 
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No. 169, seat jacks wagon. Author's Collec- 


tion 


animals are to be put 
into Beatty’s own act, calling for 
another cage. A monkey cage and a 
bird cage are to be added. Menagerie 
will also be augmented with two 
zebras and other lead stock. 

Beatty already owns most of the 
animals carried on the show this year 
including the 8 elephants, one of the 
liberty horse acts and a pony drill, as 
well as his own cat act. 

Beatty also revealed 
purchased five former 
Wallace wagons from Louis Goebels 
in California. These, he said, are 
mounted on rubber and in excellent 
condition. Considerable building in 
quarters is planned.” 

The Pie Car was sold to Al Wagner 
at the Out-Door Convention in Chi- 
cago in 1946. Wagner had the car 
shipped to his quarters in Mobile, 
Alabama, where it burned before he 
had a chance to use it. 

Concello, along with many of his 
key staff people, returned to the 
Ringling-Barnum Circus the follow- 
ing season and at this writing he is 
still connected with that organization 
as the General Manager. 

The Billboard files have produced 
many facts entailed in this article 
and help has also been received 
from Chang Reynolds, Don Marcks, 
Gordon Borders, Jos. Bradbury, Wm. 
Woodcock, Leland Antes, Jr. and Red 
Sonnenberg. The author would also 
like to thank Leonard V. Farley of 
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17 San Bernardino 


18 Pomona 

19 Santa Ana 

20 Pasadena 

21 Pasadena 
N. Hollywood 
Glendale 
El Monte 
Santa Monica 
San Pedro 
Long Beach 
Long Beach 
Long Beach 
Oxnard 


Ventura 
Santa Barbar 
San Luis Obi 
Monterey 
Salinas 
Salinas 
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Santa Cruz 

9 San Jose 

10 San Jose 

ll Modesto 

12 Fresno 

13 Fresno 

14 Taft 

15 Bakersfield 

16 Bakersfield 

17 Visalia 

18 Hanford 

19 Merced 

20 Lodi 

21 Woodland 

22 Petaluma 

23 Santa Rosa 

24 San Rafael 


5 pole big top. Author’s Collection 
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Vallejo 

Napa 
Richmond 
San Mateo 
Redwood Citv 
Palo Alto 
Pittsburg 


Stockton 
Stockton 
Marysville 
Oroville 
Chico 
Redding 
Medford, Ore 
Roseburg 
Eugene 
Fugene 
Marshfield 
Corvalis 
Albany 
Salem 
Salem 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
Vancouver, 
Longview 
Chekalis 
Aberdeen 
Olympia 
Tacoma 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 


Wash 


Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Snohomish 
Bellingham 
Bellingham 
Anacortes 
Sedro Wooley 
Everett 
Ellensburg 
Yakima 
Yakima 
Sunnyside 
Pasco 
Wenatchee 
Wenatchee 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Colfax 
Moscow, Idaho 
Lewiston 


Walla Walla, Wash. 
Pendleton, Oregon 


LaGrande 
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Ontario 
Boise, Idaho 
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Burley 
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Ogden, Utah 
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Salt Lake City 
Salt Lake City 
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Evanston, Wyoming 


Rock Springs 
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Cheyenne 
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Denver, Colo 
Denver 
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Colorado Springs 
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Dalhart, Texas 
Amarillo 
Amarillo 
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Wichita Falls, Texa: 


Wichita Falls 
Gainsville 
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Tulsa 

Miami 

Joplin, Mo 
Springfield 
Carthage 
Fayetteville, Ark. 
Fort Smith 

Fort Smith 
Muskogee, Okla. 
Okmulgee 
Bartlesville 
Coffeyville, Kan. 
Pittsburg 
Independence 
Arkansas City 
Ponca City, Okla. 
Guthrie 
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Waco, Texas 
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San Antonio 
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San Antonio 
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Laredo 
Laredo 
Crystal City 
Del Rio 
Alpine 
El Paso 
El Paso 


(matinee lost) 
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GREETINGS 


As | start out on my 86th annual tour in the amusement 
business, | think it is fitting that | pause for a moment to thank 
those who have done so much to make what little success | 
have achieved possible. So my gratitude and deep apprecia- 
tion to the members of the Circus Historical Society. The circus 
fans, the Circus Model Builders, and all the boys and girls of 
the fourth estate, the radio and T.V. for the wonderful help 
and assistance from time to time that helped to make my load 
lighter. | want you to know that | am indeed very grateful to 
each and every one of you. 


! am also very appreciative to the Al. G. Kelley-Miller Bros. 
Circus thru Mr. D. R. Miller. Joe McMahon and all the fine 
people connected with the show for having made the past 
three years on this show the most pleasant and profitable in 


my entire life in show business. 


Cordially yours, 
Jack Arnott 


JACK ARNOTT 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
AL G. KELLY-MILLER BROS. CIRCUS 


And my love and thanks to my wife, Beth, for thirty-five 
years of wonderful help. 


PS. And to the inebriated incompetents who but exist on the 
borderline of show business, who have slandered me to 
my friends and libeled me in print, I wish you well and BETH ARNOTT 
trust that the day is not far off when you will be enabled 
to graduate from the ordeal of the Bowl! of Chili Mob to PRESS 


the more epicurean Fillet Mignon Group AL G. KELLY-MILLER BROS. CIRCUS 
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1962 Season 
By DOUGLAS LYONS 


Late in 1961, MGM began shooting 
“JUMBO” in Culver City, Calif. The 
motion picture involved the use of 
most of the equipment from the 
Wallace & Clark Circus. The show’s 
tents, seats, ring curb, and other 
physical equipment were thus leased 
to MGM for the movie, and because 
of various delays in the production 
schedule, the equipment was not re- 
turned to the show until late May. 
This caused the show several weeks 
delay in its scheduled opening. As 
equipment was released from the 
studio, Tuesday, June 19, 1962, was 
settled on as the opening day for the 
show in San Dimas, California, home 
of the winterquarters. 

As soon as the opening date was 
known, agent C. B. Badger started 
setting the show’s route, with the 
guidance of some of the circus people 
in the Los Angeles area. Pete Reeh, 
boss canvasman, went over all the 
“anvas, while Clyde Graham over- 
hauled all the rolling stock along with 
Yellow Burnett, who was giving it a 
good paint job when it assembled. 

On the Saturday before the show 
was to open, equipment started ar- 
riving on its downtown San Dimas lot 
at Bonita and San Dimas Avenues. 
By early Monday the canvas was in 
the air, and the cookhouse function- 
ing. At three in the afternoon, the 
show was blessed by Father Thomas 
Cassidy, with most of the show per- 
sonnel taking part. 
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With the arrival of the DeWayne 
Troupe and equipment on Tuesday, 
everything was ready for the after- 
noon’s opening performance. The ex- 
cessive number of inspectors from 
Los Angeles City, County and San 
Dimas City governmental functions 
delayed the show from starting until 
3:15. and then okay it only after all 
the stringers had been nailed to the 
seat jacks. Because of this late start, 
and the scorching weather, the after- 
noon was held down to about a half 
house, but the evening show well 
made up for it with a strawhouse. 
Both shows produced a good gate 
for the American Legion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Jensen of the 
Ken Jensen Circus, Paul Eagles and 
George Emerson were among the 
honored guests at the opening per- 
formance. An arrangement of flowers 
was sent to Mr. and Mrs. Pat Graham 
from Mr. and Mrs. Pete Sutton of 
Sutton’s Pacific Coast Shows, along 
with wishes for a successful season. 

Cookhouse steward, Freddie Guin- 
up, posted the cookhouse rules and 
the show got off to a good start. 

Ted DeWayne produced the per- 
formance, and Ben Myers announced 
it. The program presented at the 


opening performance was as follows: 


Organ 
Nally Nate—Pre-show 
Display 1—Ring 2—Cliftons Trampoline 
Display 2—Ponies 
Ring 1—Dietrict’s Ponies—Bill Dietrict 
Ring 3—Disneyland Military Ponies—Ted 
DeWayne 
Display 3—Ring 2 
Hairgrower 
Display 4—Ladders 
Ring 1—Miss Loretta 
Ring 2—Miss Carol 
Ring 3—Miss Paula 
Display 5—Ring 2—Clowns 
Ladder 
Display 6 
Ring 1 
Ring 3 
Display 7 


Clowns—Atomic 


Revolving 


Dogs 
Bill Dietrict 
Nally Tate and His Poodles 
High School Horses 

Ring 1—Loran Edwards 

Ring 3—Dale Petross 
Display 8—Risley 

Ring 2—Russ Sanders Troupe 
Display 9—Web 

Ring 1—Miss Loretta 

Ring 2—Miss Paula 

Ring 3—Miss Carol 
Display 10—Ring 2—Clowns 
Display 11—Liberty Horses 

Ring 2—Dale Petross and Loran Edwards 
Display 12—Juggling 

Ring 2—Ben Myers 
Display 13—Clowns—Balancing 
Disvlay 14—Elephant 

Ring 1—“Bimbo, Jr.” 
Disvlay 15—Teeterboard 

Ring 2—Russ Sanders Troupe 

The program had a little variation 
throughout the season, but primarily 
stayed the same. 

The Wallace & Clark Circus is 
owned and operated by Pat Graham. 
Other members of the show’s per- 


sonnel are: 


Boxing 


with Bill Maynard 


Harlon Dewitt 
Col. Claude Cox 
Wm. M. Arthur—Front Door 

Vivian Graham—Front Door 

C. B. Badger—General Agent 

Douglas Lyon—Press Representative 
Clyde Graham-—Supt. of Transportation 
Eddie Say—Contracting Agent 

Charles Sullivan—Lot Superintendent 
Frank Chicarello—Boss Canvasman 
Pete Reeh—Boss Canvasman 

Mrs. Reeh—Reserves 

Thomas Handforth—Organist 

Freddie Guinup—Cookhouse Steward 
Margie Hester—Cook 

Cliff Moseley—Concessions 


Legal Adjuster 
Office 


Jerry Moseley—Wardrobe 

Sunny Leroy—Concessions 

Al Dixon—Banners and Concessions 
Paul Tate—Novelties 

William Maynard—Stock 

,ill Dietrick—Ponies and Dogs 
Toran Edwards—Horses 

Dale Petross—Horses 


Clowns included Ben “Boxcar” Myers 
— Producing; Dana “Pancake” Smith, 
Fred “Hands” Smith, Berry “Duckie” 
Friedman, Terry Fergerson and Nally 
Tate. 

The pony ride was owned by Dale 
Petross and Loran Edwards and run 
by Homer Dixon, Bill Brantley and 
Ric Egbert. The workmen on the 
show included Philip Romaro, Alfred 
Jim, Robert R. Bayard, David M. 
Berrson, Mark A. Lafferty, Donald E. 
Nickelson, Dalphon M. Baldwin, 
Roger Kimber, Robert Byrd and 
several others. 

The canvas on the show consisted 
of four pieces. The big top was of the 
bail ring variety and was a 90 foot 
round with three 40 foot middle 
pleces. The Sideshow-Menagerie was 
a 40 by 60 foot tent and this was 
at times interchanged with a 20 by 
30 foot tent that DeWayne used. The 
big top marquee was also a 20 by 30 
foot tent. The cookhouse was a 22 
x 28. 

The side show personnel consisted 
of Ben Myers, who was the manager, 
and also did the bally with Ted De- 
Wayne, Dan Dix on Doors and Har- 
riet Beatty. The side show acts were 
3en Myers, Magician; Barry Fried- 
man, Fire Eater; Dana Smith, Clown, 
and Harriet Beatty’s Lion Act. 

The menagerie exhibited in the 
side show tent included two mon- 
keys, in cage wagon No. 21, a kan- 
garoo and a black bear in cage wagon 
No. 22, a llama, elephant and Harriet 
Beatty’s two lions, Pam and Tam. 
Tickets sold for 25c each. It was 
planned to add two more black bears 
and Dietrick’s Pickout Pony in the 
near future. 

The big show tickets went for $1.00 
for adults and 50c for children and 
50c for reserves. 

Show owned rolling stock was 
painted red with yellow lettering 
and orange scroll work. Show owned 
trucks were: (—s—denotes semi) 


Pat Graham, owner, Wallace & Clark Circus, 
1962. Photo by Doug Lyon 
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Truck No. 


105, light plant, June 


San Dimas, Calif. Photo by Don Carson 


No. 
No 

No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


Office and Living Quarters 
Poles and Canvas 
Stake Driver 
Light Plant 
Seat Truck 
Seat Trailer 
Side Show Truck 
Cookhouse Truck 
silver) 
Cookhouse Trailer 
Advance Truck (vellow) 
Two Rest Room Trailers 
In addition to the above Wallace & 
Clark rolling stock, DeWayne had the 
following vehicles which were inte- 
grated into the show’s rolling stock: 
(painted blue and white) 
Stock Truck 
Cage Trailer No. 21 
Cage Trailer No. 22 
Concession Trailer 
Sleeper Trailer No. 20 
Prop Truck 
Office Trailer 
Long Bed Trailer 
22) 


Long Bed 
Trailer) 
Besides the above mentioned units 

DeWayne also had a couple of trailers 

which he used for sleeping his per- 

formers. There were also numerous 
other privately owned rolling stock 
on the show. 

After the show’s opening in San 
Dimas, Wallace & Clark next ap- 
peared in Glendora/Azusa on Wed- 
nesday, June 20; for the Elks. The lot 
was located at 5th and Alosta between 
the two cities. No afternoon perform- 
ance was given because of the spon- 
sor’s failure to acquire a city license, 
and the tents weren’t erected until 


, ! 


(white and 


(cream ) 
No. 3 


(Cages No. 21 and No 


Trailer (Concession and Office 
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Arthur Bros 
Boiley Bros 


1945 
1944 & 4/7 eact 
Borman 4 Bailey i894 


19, 1962, 


two in the afternoon. But with the 
good billing and strong advance, the 
evening performance was _§ slightly 
under a full house. 

On the 21], the show exhibited in 
Corona, under the auspices of the 
American Legion. The lot was located 
just off the freeway at West Grand 
Blvd. and Third Street. A strong wind 
blew constantly throughout the day, 
hampering the erection of the big top, 
and the attendance. One of De- 
Wayne’s trucks broke down en route 
to Corona, consequently he had to 
double back to Azusa four times for 
all his equipment. 

Friday and Saturday (22 and 23) 
was a two dater under the American 
Legion at San Bernardino. Billing 
was good in the outlying area, but 
very little downtown, and the ad- 
vance was below normal for a two 
day stand, but the show welcomed 
the rest. A _ little less than half 
houses resulted for all performances. 
Saturday evening, John A. Strong, 
Jr. and Cecil Kestler of the John A. 
Strong Circus visited the show. Cecil 
had previously been with Wallace & 
Clark in 1960. The show was off on 
Sunday, and the workmen took their 
time in taking down the big top and 
everything was cleaned up for their 
Monday date at Redlands. 

The show played Redlands on the 
25 without a sponsor, but with the 
strong backing of the Redlands Daily 
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Pole and canvas truck, June 19, 
Dimas, Calif. Photo by Don Carson 


1962, San 


Facts. Here the show had some labor 
trouble, and planned to skip their 
Fontana date and go on to Rubidoux 
on Wednesday, because of the strong 
advance there, but it was eventually 
decided to return to quarters and try 
it again later on in the season. 

The tour never became a reality, 
because the Gra-De Corporation 
bought the show and started leasing 
out the show’s equipment for various 
motion pictures and television shows 
and other functions for the rest of 
the season. But they plan to go out 
again this year, possibly under 
another title and out of the Los 
Angeles area. 

Route card No. 1 
route as being: 


lists the show’s 


June 

19—San Dimas, Calif. 

20—Glendora-Azusa, Calif. 

21—Corona, Calif. 

22—San Bernardino, Calif 

23—San Bernardino, Calif. 
SUNDAY 

25—Redlands, Calif. 

*26—Fontana, Calif. 

*27—Rubidoux, Calif. 

*28—Chino, Calif. 

*29—Pomona, Calif 

*30—Pomona, Calif. 
SUNDAY 

July 

* 2—Baldwin Park, Calif 

(Dates denoted * were cancelled) 

My sincere thanks go to Mr. and 
Mrs. Patrick Graham for their con- 
tinued cooperation, and to Mr. Donald 
Carson for his photographs, which 
were used to illustrate this story. 


HAS FOR 
SALE 


PROGRAMS 
Hogenbeck-Wolloce |¥7¥-J) « 
Hogenbeck-Wollece IVi/-J 
King Bros. 1947-48 

King Cristian ‘ 
Kelly-Miller 1950 

McCoy Wild West 

Miller 10! Ranch 

Miller )} Ranch I¥Z 

Miller 101 Ranct 


Beatty~Russel! iv44 
Clyde Beatty 1946 4 
Beatty-Cole 1960 4 ¢ 


Ringling bros wis 


Ringling - Barnum 


Ringling-Bornum I¥79 
R-B 193 
R-B IVS 


Cristiani 1959 

Buffalo Bill Four Yeors i 

J). M. Cole 1946 

Cole Gros. 1957 

ole Bros 1943-4/-49 each 
Gollmer Gros. 1910 
Gollmear bros wiz 


Gollmor fron. IV15 


%4-J3/ each 


Hagenbeck-Walloce |9! 

Hagenbeck-Wallece 1920 

Hagenbeck-Wallece 192 

Bob Hunting 1891-93-94 each 

King Gros. 1946-47 each 

Kelly-—Miller 1948-49 -50-5 
56-58-60 each 

Miller 101 Ranch 912 

W. L. Main (920 

W. L. Main I93/ 

Tom Mix 1937 

Mills Bros. 1950-51-52 { ins Me. 1 

Pollack Bros. 1944 . > 1943 ) 

Ringling Bros. 1892 


~ =n = ee a * ee 
-8 €8 4 8-4 4 8 8- 


“« Money Orders Ac« 


epted 


. extra for postoge ond 
wepough 1897 


May-June, 1963 





FAMOUS COLE CIRCUS 


By JOHN H. HOLLEY 


Reviewed 


at Sauk City, 


June 28, 
Lodi 


29 and 30, 1962, 
and Baraboo, 


Wisconsin 


This is the second year for the 
operation of the Famous Cole Circus 
by the partnership of veteran show- 
man, Herb Walters, and experienced 
circus manager, Bob Couls. The show 
has not changed a great deal since 
the 1961 season, although it is, per- 
haps, a bit smaller this year. From 
front to back the entire show is well 
painted and maintained in first class 
condition. 

John Frazier is general agent ahead 
of the show, and an attempt is made 
to secure auspices at each stand, It 
is a rare occasion when a town is 
played without auspices. The contract 
between the show and the sponsor 
calls for the sponsoring organization 
to provide the show grounds, the 
licenses, police protection, and water 
supply without cost to the circus. 
The sponsor further agrees not to 
sponsor competitive entertainment 
and to make “every reasonable effort 
to forestall the exhibition of any 
similar show in the vicinity.” The 
show agrees to stand al! other expense 
and pays the sponsor a liberal per- 
centage from the proceeds of all 
tickets sold by the sponsor until noon 
on circus day. In addition, the show 
pays a small percentage of the pro- 
ceeds of general admission tickets 
sold by the circus on show day and, 
on some occasions, a small percentage 
of reserve seat tickets sold by the 
circus 

This is one of those arrangements 
where the sponsor cannot lose and 
may do very well if the members of 
the sponsoring organization are ener- 
getic about selling advance tickets. 
The advantage to the show is that in 
each town there are a group of people 
(members of the sponsoring organiza- 
tion) who are most anxious to make 
the circus welcome and to see that 
it is provided with the necessary 
accommodations. Moreover, the efforts 
to sell advance tickets cannot help 
but create a good deal of word of 
mouth advertising for the show. 

This writer understands that early 
in the season the Famous Cole Circus 
played a number of dates in the 
Chicago area which were originally 


No. 12 office truck. Photos by author, unless 
otherwise credited. 


contracted to be filled by Howard 
Suesz’s Hagen Bros. Circus. Since the 
Hagen Show did not take the road for 
the 1962 season, the Famous Cole 
Circus filled in and it is understood 
that special paper, using a combina- 
tion of the two titles, was printed 
and used for these dates. 

Billers ahead of the show are the 
husband wife team of Bill and Jackie 
Wilcox. 

The canvas on the show is gener- 
ally good. The big top is a 70 foot 
round with three 40 foot middle 
pleces and is a push-pole type. It is 
white with red and blue trim, made 
by the U. S. Tent and Awning Com- 
pany. The show got this big top in 
late June, 1961, after an early season 
blow down at Iowa Park, Texas. The 
poles are painted red. 

The big top will seat approximately 
1200 people. The reserve seats are 
six high planks, painted red, on both 
the long and short sides. The blues, 
at both ends of the top, are blue 
planks, six high. On the long side 
the reserves are sporting flashy red 
and white masking, courtesy of the 
Coca Cola Company. This dresses up 
the inside of the big top immeasur- 
ably. The curb of the center ring is 
wood, and the end rings are made of 
canvas webbing. On the short side 
the band truck is backed into the 
big top and the sides and end are 
opened to reveal Floyd Bradbury’s 
electric organ. A small platform is 
built out from the back of the truck 
to provide space for the drummer 
and trumpeter who make up the rest 
of the big show band. Acts enter and 
exit through ae single back door, 
which is covered by a sliding red 
and white striped curtain. A cluster 
of eight huge light bulbs is hung 
from the two end poles of the four 
center poles used in the top. Twelve 
bulb clusters are hung from the other 
two center poles. 

The combined menagerie-sideshow 
top is a forty foot round with three 
20 foot middle pieces, push pole type, 
which was new in 1961. 

The only other canvas on the show 
is a small tent above the pony ride, 
the small cook house, the marquee 
erected in front of the main entrance 
to the big top, and two concession 
tops on the midway. 

The banner line in front of the side 
show is an ingenious combination of 
the regular canvas banners (all of 
which were in use last year) plus 
four panels each on two trucks which 
are spotted on each side of the bally 
platform. During the winter Herb 
Walters persuaded Henry Thompson 
to take enough time off from his job 
of painting the Kelley-Miller Show 
to do these eight wild animal panels 


for the Show 
the pectacular 

Above the pictorial 
work pant Is bearing the legends 
“WILD JUNGLE ANIMALS” and 
“JUNGLE BEASTS.” These § fold 
down over the pictorials while the 
trucks are in transit. At either end 
of the panels on the trucks are two 
tall ordinary canvas pictorial ban- 
ners. Above the bally platform is 
last vear’s canvas banner proclaiming 
“JUNGLE LAND WILD ANIMAL 
EXHIBIT.” All in all, this makes a 
lengthy, eye-catching banner line. 

Ted LaVelda is the sideshow mana- 
ger again this Ted is one of 
the better sideshow talkers and he 
turns a tip beautifully. His sideshow 
bally attraction is Floyd Bradbury, 
who does a short vent act with several 
gags coming from the dummy’s mouth 
which are crowd pleasers. Inside Mrs. 
Carrie LaVelda constructs a rag pic- 
ture, Bradbury does more comedy 
vent work, and Ted concludes with a 
small blade box mounted on Mrs. 
LaVelda’s head. The menagerie is 
real good for this size of show. Two 
of the cage trucks are those which 
carry the pictorial panels described 
above. These are spotted just outside 
the menagerie top. Likewise, on the 
back side of the top the rest of the 
cage trucks are spotted just outside 
the cover of the canvas. This gives 
the customers more standing room 
in the sideshow-menagerie. The fol- 
lowing animals are on display: one 
Camel, three Llamas, two African 
Lions, one Leopard, one Puma, one 
Himalayan Bear, two North Ameri- 
can Bears, one Sea Lion, one Chim- 
panzee, one White Deer, one Hyena, 
two Pygmy Horses, and several spe- 
cies of Monkeys. The show’s three 
bulls, Norma, Big Jess and Mpyrtle, 
are also on display. Sideshow admis- 
sion is a quarter. 

The sideshow 
ten cents, and it permits the 
tomers to view the back side of 
blade box on Mrs. LaVelda’s 
plus a baby crocodile and a 
donkey from the Holy Land” 
a Canvas screen. 

On the opposite side of the midway 
from the side show, the air calliope is 
spotted first more or less in the center 
of the midway. Next comes the 
novelty stand, operated by Charlie 
and Shirley Rex. This is housed in a 
brightly painted red trailer, which is 


Fach panel has 
Thompson flare. 


panels are lattice 


season. 


for 
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blow off goes 


Bannerline showing panel trucks spotted on 
either side of bally platform. Note all photos 
taken at Sauk City, Lodi and Baraboo, Wis., 
June 28, 29, 30, 1962. 
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Band and property truck 
door. 

has clown pic- 
Along the side 
first spotted the 
comes trailer No. 12, 
wagon, presided over by 

Then a small concession 

candy apples, floss and 
run by Miss Vicki 
Stringfellow and Jerry Godfroy. 
After that comes Mrs. Ross McKay's 
Snake Show on a large, white, spec- 
tacularly painted semi-trailer, which 
goes for twenty-five cents. Between 
this trailer and the marquee is 
another concession top selling sno- 
cones, popcorn and coke, and run by 
Don McCracken. 

The circus performance 
this year is not quite as 
1961 show. At the dates caught by 
this reviewer, the show was further 
curtailed by the fact that Marlene 
Bradbury, who had done a web turn 
and a cloud swing, had fallen while 
practicing the latter act and was con- 
fined to a hospital at Madison, Wis- 
consin, with a fractured vertebra. 
Nevertheless, the show is pretty and 
well paced. The props are clean and 
someone sees to it that they are kept 
painted. Generally the show 1s a 
crowd pleaser, and particularly ap- 
peals to family audiences and to small 
children, who sometimes tend to be 
overwhelmed by a big show. Floyd 
Bradbury, who plays the organ, acts 
as announcer. Bob Green, who was 
with the show during the 1961 season, 
to blow the whistle and get the acts 
in and out the back door, is not on 
the show this year. Nevertheless, the 
acts seemed to get in and out of the 
big top without difficulty, and the 
performance does not drag. 

This is the order of acts presented at 
the performances caught by this Re- 
viewer: Display No. 1. ““Hivpodrome Holi- 
dav."’ a walk around featuring all per- 
formers in costume together with the 
Camel, the Ponies, the Llamas. and the 
Elephants. Display No Swinging Lad- 
ders with Rita Ferrari over Ring One 
and Torchy Townsend over Ring Three 
Display No. 3. Clown Gag Involving a 
Large Fake Ege Which Materializes Into 
a Live Duck. Disvlay No. 4. Juggling in 
Center Ringe by Hines Rucker, assisted by 
his wife, Patti. Display No. 5. Jane Ran- 
dall and her Educated Dogs, assisted by 


her husband. Frank Randall in Ring 1; 
Shirlev Rex and her Hollywood Canine 


and 
sides. 


new this year 
torials on the 
of the midway is 
pony ride. Next 
the office 
Mrs. Couls. 
top selling 
cracker jacks 


presented 
big as the 


1963 


May-June, 


spotted at back 


No. 21 water, cookhouse materials and props 


truck. Sideshow and big top in background. 


Displav No. 6. In the 
Center Ring, Capt. Charles Rex, present- 
ing an Educated Pony ridden by a small 
monkey. Display No. 7. In Ring No. 3 a 
balancing act featuring esvecially good 
looking chrome promp presented bv 
Hine and Patti Rucker Display No. 8 
The time worn but still popular clown 
firecracker gag in the center ring. Thi 
particular firecracker blows Ted LaVelda’: 
clown costume completely off him. reveal- 
ing gaudy clown underwear. Disprla N 
9. The Ferrari Trio’s perch pole act 
play No. 10. Candy Pitcl Disnlay No. 11] 
In the center ring the elephant, Norma, 
tipsy from drinking too much beet 
wit! her sandwiches, and she i take 
from the ring bv the elephant policemal 
; ss. Display No. 12. Ted. Carrie and 
LaVelda, with Frank Randall in a 
camera gag on the track. Display 
No. 13. In ring three a well costumed and 
we'll presented foot juggling routine bv 
Patti Rucket Disnlav No. 14. Jane Rendall 
working her dressare horse, ‘“Roval 
in the center ring, assisted by 
husband in clown costume. Display 
5. Above the center ring. an aerial 
routine by Rita and Elbalita Fer- 
ari. Displav No. 16. In the Center Ring, 
‘harles and Shirley Rex. vresenting their 
himpanzee Debbie Disnlay No 17 
‘lown walk around bv the three LaVeldas. 
‘ach wearing a grotesque outsize head 
Display No. 18. Web act with Rita Ferrari 
above ring one and Torchy Townsend 
above ring 3. Display No 19. Cantain 
Charles Rex presenting a three elephant 
routine assisted by Elba Ferrari in the 
Center Ring 


Review in Ring 3 


4 


get: 


clown 


The show is presenting no concert 
this season. It appears to this re- 
viewer that the midway concessions 
and attractions pull in more quarters 
after the big show in the absence of 
a concert. 

Although the big show band 
sists of only three pieces, it 
cuts the show in true circus style. 
Floyd Bradbury is on the organ, 
George Bell plays trumpet and Roy 
Godfroy plays drums. Roy replaces 
his son, Jerry, who drummed the 
show for part of the 1961 season. 
Jerry’s brother, George, operates the 
pony ride on the midway. 

The cook house is new canvas this 
year, about 20 x 30. Doris Smith, who 
was nursing a broken arm when we 
renewed our acquaintance with her, 
is again feeding everyone in good 
style. 

At each town where this reviewer 
caught the show there was a remark- 
able amount of paper to be seen 
when one considers there are only 
two bill posters ahead of the show. 


con- 
really 


The Wilcox’s manage to put up 
several daubs in each town, and they 
really cover the business district 
thoroughly with pictorials. The 
uses a good line of pictorial 
colorful and well printed. In addi- 
tion, the show uses the usual date 
Sheets. The newspaper advertising 
this reviewer saw was a most 
tive mat about two columns by six 
inches. In addition, the show has 

On this show it seems that every- 
body doubles as something. Reserve 
are handled by Hines and 
Patti Rucker. Patti is also mail agent 
Mrs. Herb Walters handles the front 
door and helps Charlie and Shirley 
Rex at the novelty stand. . 

Since the show generally plays 
small towns where traffic is not a 
problem, the three elephants and the 
air calliope make a downtown bally 
each day during the noon hour. Rex 
handles the elephants, Floyd Brad- 
bury plays the calliope and Roy God- 
froy rides along with his trap drums. 
Clown alley consists of Ted LaVelda. 
producing clown, Carrie LaVelda. 
Danny LaVelda and Frank Randall. 

The show is staffed as follows: 
Owners and managers, Herb Walters 
and Robert Couls (it appeared to this 
reviewer that Mr. Couls shouldered 
most of the routine management 
chores), Menagerie Superintendent, 
Joe Simpson; Mail Agent, Patti 
Rucker; Elephant Superintendent, Al 
Franklin; Electrical Superintendent, 
John Collins. 

Admission prices in effect at the 
time this show was reviewed were 
adults, $1.00; children, 50c, with re- 
serves going for an additional 50c. 
another mat, about one column by 
two inches, which does not use the 
name of the show, but merely an- 
nounces that a certain date will be 
Circus Day in the town concerned. 
At the time the material for this 
review was being gathered, the man- 
agement had just started to use large 
quantities of heralds mailed to box- 
holders a few days ahead of the 
show’s appearance in each town. The 
management felt that this extra ad- 
vertising outlay had helped business 
considerably. 
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stock 
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Although the color schemes on the Here is how the show is moved (“S 


AVAILABLE BACK trucks and the lettering appear to be O” denotes vehicles owned by show, 


the same as it was for the 1961 sea- ‘“H W” denotes vehicles owned by 


ISSUES OF son, .e€ paint jobs look sparkling. Herb Walters): 
BANDWAGON MAGAZINE Show 


No. No. Type Contents Make and Color 


1951 Christmas Semi Poles and seats Chev i as Aba = 
1953. March and blue lette ring “'s 
M y : Straight Spool and Canvas Chev. white with red 
hs (Pulls sleeper trailer No. 7) and blue trim and letter- 
1954 March ing “S O” 
June : 36 Straight Light plant (pulls red sleeper Chev. white with red 


July-August-September trailer ) and blue lettering “S O'’ 
: ; ‘age trailer c “*hev hite with red 

October-November ‘ Semi Cage trailer containing lions Chev W 1 red 
and bears (bunks in front and blue lettering “S O 


Christmas and back ends of trailer) 
March : Semi Office and ticket wagon; be- Chev. white with red 
April hind space devoted to office and blue lettering, yel- 


September-October trailer is room for lead stock low scrollwork “S O” 
and holds one bull, one camel 


Christmas — and three llamas 
March-April 2 Straight Water truck, cookhouse, ma- Chev. with red, blue and 
May-June terials and props (pulls cook- yellow lettering; le- 
2 trailer ¥. ainted o 
August house trailer) phant head pi 
side "“S O 
September ; Band Truck Contains electric organ and Chev white with red 
Convention properties and blue lettering and 
Christmas yellow scrollwork “S O 
issues 40c each Semi Snake pit show truck; also Chev. white with large 
N ber-D b carries concession supplies side pictorials of python 
—— saat aera and has several bunks in crushing victim (owned 
March-April front of semi-trailer by Mr. Ross McKay) 
May-June 9. 25 Straight Water and sideshow props Chev. white with red 
Januvary-Februar (pulls cage trailer No. 10, and blue trim (this is 
y y monkeys and seal) the truck which has the 
September-October heart painted on _ the 
November-December sides, elaborate blurb 


. : about Hugo, Oklahoma, 
March-April the heart of Little Dixie) 


May-June “H ww” 
July-August Pick-up Small generator for air cal- Chev. green, no lettering 
September-October liope 
November-December ' x Semi Two elephants, four ponies Chev. white with red 
and bunks and blue lettering “H 
January-February Ww" E 
March-April , Pick-up This truck pulls house trailer Chev. No lettering (this 
May-June occupied by Mr. and Mrs is listed on shows truck 
July-August Walters and Mrs. Ross McKay gassing list as “McKay 
September-October tial 
Pick-up This is a green truck which Chev. green (no letter- 
November-December pulls the house-trailer occu- ing) 
1963 January-February pied by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
March-April Couls 
Station Wagon This station wagon pulls the 
house trailer occupied by Mr 
These Issues — 65c Each | ‘ 
and Mrs. Hines Rucker! 
Add 25¢ for Postage 5. ‘ Straight Truck Ponies (this vehicie carries Chev white with red 
pictorial panels used as part and blue lettering “H 
, : : , of sideshow banner line de- Ww” 
Circus Historical Society scribed elsewhere (pulls 4 
. theeled cage trailer, 1 ape 
927 Oakland Drive My Ps 
1 leopard, 1 bear, 1 hyena) 
Xenia, Ohio ) Pick-up Truck This pickup truck pulls the 
house trailer occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Bradbury 


Pick-up This pickup pulls the house 


20th CENTURY COLOSSUS CIRCUS hr occupied by Doris 


The Forepaugh & Sells Bros. 20th Semi This is a white, unlettered 32 
Century Colossus Circus arrived at me trailer pulled by a green 
On aed : ievrole ractor. lis was 
8 A.M. on June 27, 1901, to play two built between 1961 and 1962 
performances in Pittsfield, Mass. seasons by Charles Rex: front 
They came in on one rather long Sues te ee note — 
—_ ee 5 is 9 i se . ; , 1© rest oO 1e trailer 
train which consisted of 27 flat cars, is occupied by Charles and 
13 horse cars, 4 stock cars, 9 sleepers Shirley Rex as their living 
. arters 
and 87 wagons. a 
: Incce tor = ry ; . . . _ 
About noon time the show had Passenger Cal Ag yg get 
- « ; * - a 
been set up and so was able to give Mrs. Mike Ferrari and their 
their parade. Two performances with niece, Alba 
twenty displays were given to good : Passenger Car a car is listed on the gas 
dees l h ist as “Mrs. Walter's:” this 
crowds. car pulls the red trailer No. 
By 1 A.M. they were loaded and 30, which is the novelty con- 
leaving for the next day’s stand. : cession stand 
* * * , Passenger Car This car pulls the house 
“Fegneni _ by Torchy 
ownsenc 


HOLLAND & McMAHON . Straight Truck Two horses owned by Frank 


In 1887 the Holland & McMahon’s rset le le dood gee pela th eat 
Irele rc At : =a a > OZS and props (also 
Circus was traveling on 5 railroad puus hoOcse wailer cccupied 


cars consisting of 2 flat cars, 2 box by Randalls) 
cars and 1 coach. 2. Vanette Walk-in delivery type truck: 
holds props; pulls the air 
calliope between stands 
—From Don Marck’s Note Book 4. Van Used on advance; not on show 
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245 CATALONIA AVENUE 
Dear Circus Friends: 


Recent visitors to Circus Hobby 
Hall were: Mr. & Mrs. Abe Glo- 
berman, Woodmere, N. Y.; Buster 
Bailey, Teaneck, N. J.; Mr. & Mrs. 
Bill Elbirn, Bridgeton, N. J.; Fred 
Pfening, Jr., Columbus, Ohio; Ed 
Starr, Sandusky, Ohio; Mr. & Mrs 
Paul Grabbe, Lewistown, Pa.; Mr. 
& Mrs. Charles Hoffman, Chicago, 
Ill.; Frank Van Epp, Portage, Wis.; 
Richard Deptula and mother, Lorain, 
Ohio; Harold Allison, Baldwin, 
Mich. and George Owen, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. We are always so happy 
to have our friends drop in. 

Circus Hobby Hall had its’ first 
birthday party. Several CFA, CHS 
and CMB members attended. We 
had discussions as to what direct 
form we should pursue to re-es- 
tablish the Ring and Tent already 
in our locale. Enthusiasm was ap- 
parent and in due time we will have 
monthly reports on our activities 
here in south Florida. 

Corgi adding to their line all the 
time. New Chipperfield Circus Horse 
Van includes tractor and _ trailer 
with six horses dressed in circus 
trappings. $5.50 p. p. ins. Others 
include: Elephant Kraal and trailer 
with elephant and drawn by land- 
rover at $3.75; Ticket Wagon $1.75; 
Boom Truck with derrick $3.75 and 
Animal Cage Den including animals 
$3.75. Great for 4” scale. All above 
equipment painted. 

Where can we obtain old and used 
2% inch iron buckles. The older, 
the better. Can someone help us? 

The past two years, we have had 
many inquiries as to how \%”" scale 
model builders could obtain sides, 
front and rear ends of the Two 
Hemisphere Bandwagon. This pro- 
ject, never having been attempted 
in mass production gave us an idea. 
After seeing Dr. James Johnsons’ 
beautiful model of this_ historic 
piece, we decided that many model! 
builders in ™%” scale would like to 
have this model. Dr. Jimmies’ wagon 
is a masterpiece — so we figured if 
the good doctor could do it, we 
could, at least, try. We now have 
the carvings and they are a sight to 
behold — if every detail comes in 
the model as in the original, it will 
truly be one of the greatest models 
to hit the market. Our initial order 
for these sides and ends will only be 
100 sets. At this writing, we are 
unable to even determine what the 
price will be. This must come 
later. We would like suggestions 
from model builders as to whether 
they think they will be able to 
construct the rest of the wagon or 
whether we should supply the floor, 
the deck, the running gear, etc. Al] 
this would add to the cost, which 
should be taken into consideration. 

They say the circus is dead? By 
George, Ill keep it alive! Your 
writer is now a regular feature on 
TV every Saturday morning on a 
childrens’ program appearing as 
Freddy, the Clown. Between the 
children groups and the parties here 


aws Three-Ring Letter «« 


CIRCUS HOBBY HALL 


at the Hall and the TV program — 
I’m having a circus!!! 

We can still ship the miniature 
German Circus. It is now featured 
on our weekly television show. If 
you haven't seen this little gem, 
request picture sheet. Shipped pp. 
ins. $13.95. 

We have recently compiled our 
new book list, composed of old and 
new books, programs and route 
books. All books are shipped post- 
paid and ins. Write for list. Also 
we have complete price list on the 
Freddie Daw figures, both unpainted 
and painted. Over 100 F. D. items 
listed. Want one? 


The past month we saw our new 
animals and figures move at a lively 
pace. This is a new addition for 
your models if you are planning a 
showing this summer. 

Kangaroo (from 

boxing act) $1. 
Reclining camel-one hump 
Highschool horse-dressage 

plumes-foot on pedestal 
Resinback horse & bare- 

back rider (girl) 
Resinback horse 

rider 
Girl rider-on one foot-also 

used as web or spec girl 
Acts 
Boxing Clown & Kangaroo 
Model T Ford Act (Spec 

girl-clown chauffeur & 

sitting clown) 

Fuzzy Clown Bear with 

Clown riding in sidecar 

of cycle 2.00 ea. 
All figures in 4" scale — made of 
white metal and unpainted. 


Inquiries regarding our %” 


without 


2’ scale 
band figures? Yes, we still have 
the seated and the standing. They 
sell for $3.00 each unpainted and 
we ship p. p. Ins. Instrumentation 
as follows: Cornet, Clarinet, French 
Horn, Baritone Horn, Trombone, 
Tuba, Snare Drummer and Bass 
Drummer. These are made of white 
metal. 

Watch for the newest TV series 
“Greatest Show On Earth.” You 
guessed it, Ringling direction. Also 
the Big One plans a one ringer at 
the New York Worlds Fair and ditto 
with a unit to Europe with several 
American acts. 

Old Ringling picture souvenir 
folders #1 Madame T’to — #2 
Ringling Quarters. These are fast 
becoming a collectors item and are 
scarce. Remember these are from 
Sarasota and not from Venice. $1.50 
each p. Pp. 

We are still shipping “Billy, the 
Balancer” on the high-wire. This is 
a clown that rides on his unicycle, 
back and forth, on the high wire. 
This is great for the circus room. 
Price is $3.50 postpaid. 

Sawdust and Spangles? We don’t 
have the sawdust, but Bettie has 
come up with a grand assortment of 
trimmings that are “hard to get.” 
Spangles, glitter, chain, ring, eye- 
lets, wire, etc. The grandest array 
of trimmings and final touches for 


Advertisement 


CORAL GABLES 34, FLORIDA 


your models and figures. Try our 
packaged “Trim-fix” for $2.25 p. p. 

I had not met the late Ray Wolf 
personally, but we did correspond 
frequently as I have handled his 
portrait pictures post cards for 
years. Those of you who have 
Circus Ideals will find his colored 
pictures in that edition. Consider 
this a collectors item as they will 
become valuable in years to come. 
We have about 10 copies on hand 
that sell for $1.25 each p. p. These 
will not last long. 

It is amazing the amount of mail 
we received from interested fans 
that have never heard about our 
three organizations. It is my pleas- 
ure to always encourage these circus 
fans to join the clubs of their choos- 
ing. I can truthfully say that in 
the past two months, I have sent 
in close to thirty names to the 
secretaries of the organizations to 
be processed through the respected 
channels for membership. 

I finally obtained a Gargantua 
Litho from Fred Pfening that Is a 
honey. Wait until I hang this above 
our 2 inch scale wagon with an 
animated Gargantua! 

Circus Letter-heads anyone? They 
are in three colors, and titles are 
as follows: The Big Top — The Big 
Parade — The Big Side-Show — 
The Big Three Ring — The Big 
Train Show — The Big Performance. 
Prices are: 

50 sheets $2.00 100 sheets $3.00 
200 sheets $5.00 Add. 50c postage. 


Hats off to the Little Circus 
Wagon. The recent picture pages 
in the monthly issues are terrific. 
Our president, Walter Heist, Jr. has 
come up with a fine idea. It Is very 
possible, in the near future, that 
model builders will be able to have 
shots of their model circuses exposed 
in the issues for other members to 
see. This has been a great step 
forward in_ building interest for 
“The Greatest Hobby On Earth.” 


We have been waiting for the 


“Barnum Home” display created 
and made by Charles Bowdish, 
Brookville, Pa. It has arrived and 
the exquisite detail is truly a 
masterpiece of workmanship and 
authenticity. It will be placed under 
a life size portrait of P. T. Barnum. 
Alice Angell, sister of Charles, do- 
nated a Barnum book containing a 
picture of the Barnum home that 
Charles copied. Our deepest grati- 
tude and heartfelt thanks to these 
two wonderful people. 


In our three organizations there 
certainly will be a lot of activity 
this summer. CFA and CHS con- 
ventions are close together and in 
the neighboring states, so both should 
have an excellent turnout. Seems 
there are several CMB Gatherings 
around the country and they will 
have gala showings. Our heartbreak 
is that we will be unable to attend. 

So until next time — our best. 


Bettie and Freddie 








